REASONS FOR ISRAEL’S DOWNFALL

HOSEA 4:1-5 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The Old Testament is given to us for our learning and instruction.  Much can be gained from a serious study of the Old Testament and its principles. – ROM. 15:4 – These things were written to give us hope if and only if we will serve God faithfully.  

 The apostle Paul warned against digression in his epistle to the church at Corinth. – 1 COR. 10:1-12 – This is something that can happen to us today!

Hopefully it will be profitable for us today to study the basic reasons for the downfall of Israel that Hosea sets forth in his book.

WHY ISRAEL FELL:

1. LACK OF KNOWLEDGE – HOSEA 4:6 – God has always demanded his people to know his law.  This is true today just as it was true in Old Testament days.

a. ROM. 3:1-2 – The Lord had not neglected them. God had sent Moses, Aaron, Joshua, the judges and the prophets unto his people.

b. JER. 6:10 – Judah had no delight in the word of God their ears were uncircumcised – they were ignorant of God’s law.

c. 2 TIM. 2:15 – One of the main problems in the church today is a lack of knowledge of God’s will.

d. MATT. 7:21-23 – We have brethren who are doing the same thing today.  Example – MDR – One Covenant.  Faithfulness to God is dependent upon knowing his will.  False teachers and denominations flourish on ignorance of people in God’s word.

e. MARK 16:15-16 – The main function of the church is to teach the gospel and this is dependent upon our knowledge of it.  We cannot teach that which we do not know.

2. PRIDE – HOSEA 5:5 – Pride is condemned through out the word of God.

a. PROV. 29:23 – Sometimes we are to full of pride to admit we are wrong and repent.

b. JAMES 4:6 – God resists the proud.

c. LUKE 18:9-14 – Did the Pharisee do a lot of good works?  Yes, but he was condemned because of his pride in them.  He lacked humility.

3. INABILITY TO REMAIN STEADFAST – HOSEA 6:4 - Many of God’s children will lose their soul because of instability.  They cannot remain firm and steadfast.

a. JAMES 1:5-8 – To prevent being unstable we must have singleness of mind.  Examples of denominations – have a conference and change their mind about a scriptural topic.

b. 1 COR. 15:58 – Knowledge is worthless in reality if we never make the practical application of it to our lives.

4. MIXING WITH THE WORLD – HOSEA 7:8 – God told Israel not to mix with the people of Canaan but to drive them out.

a. EZRA 9:1-2, 5-12 – What was the result of their disobedience? Captivity, and only a remnant remained. – EZRA 10:1-4
b. JAMES 4:4 – Do you want to be the friend of the world or a friend of God?

c. 2 COR. 6:14-17 – Do not yoke yourself to the world.

d. 1 TIM. 6:17 – Our trust must be in God not in the riches of this world.

5. CORRUPTION OF MORALITY – HOSEA 9:9 – When Israel was corrupted by sin they lost their sense of morality.  No longer spiritually pure. 

a. HOSEA 13:2-4 – It is natural for people to worship and if our morality is corrupted we will worship an idol of some sort. 

b. MATT. 23:25-28 – The scribes and Pharisees are described as hypocrites.  God is concerned with the true condition of your heart not how it appears to others.  The end result of moral corruption.

c. MATT. 15:7-9 – All our efforts to please God are vain.  Whatever we exert our energy and efforts toward becomes our God.  

d. MATT. 7:24-27 – If we do not build our house according to the will of God it will fall.

6. BACKSLIDING – HOSEA 11:7 – Why did Israel backslide?  They chose to.

a. JAMES 1:12-16 – Our outward actions are always preceded by our internal desire.

b. MATT. 15:18-20 – The only way to cure unfaithfulness and backsliding is to cure its cause.  Make your heart right with God realign your thoughts and priorities.  

CONCLUSION – What is your condition today?  Make your life right with God. – 1 JN. 1:6-7 – “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”

If you are not a Christian what is your attitude toward God’s word.  Would you be willing to obey it today?

