REASONS TO REMAIN FAITHFUL

HEBREWS 4:14-16

INTRODUCTION – We all face times in our lives when we need encouragement. We cannot begin to over emphasize the importance of encouraging one another. We need to be encouraged so spiritually we can endure to the end as we fight the good fight of faith.

Satan seeks to destroy – 1 PET. 5:8 – and devour us.  One of his most effective means is discouragement.   If we allow ourselves to become discouraged we will lose our faith, hope and trust.

The important thing for us to understand is that God knows we need encouragement.  The purpose of this lesson is to examine the book of Hebrews and understand some reasons we have to remain faithful.  We do not need to grow weary in well doing.
REASONS TO REMAIN FAITHFUL –  

I. GREAT HIGH PRIEST – 

A. HEB. 4:14 - The book of Hebrews is a book of better things. Under the O.T. system they had a high priest but we have a great high priest who encourages us to remain faithful.
B. HEB. 2:17 – Our great high priest was made like his brethren so he could be a merciful and faithful high priest. In this position he mediates and reconciles man to God.

C. HEB. 7:25-26 – As our great high priest he intercedes for us.

D. 1 JN. 2:1-2 – Jesus is our advocate (helper, one who stands by your side).

E. 1 TIM. 2:5-6 – Jesus is the one mediator between God and man. A mediator is one who is acquainted with both sides of an issue.

F. ACTS 7:55 – God informs us of the position of our great high priest.

II. JESUS CARES – 

A. HEB. 4:15 – Jesus knows what we face. He understands our pain and knows what it is like to go thru suffering.  He feels our affliction and affection. Some say God cannot possibly understand what we go thru.  Is this true?

B. JN. 11:32-36 – Jesus felt the pain and despair of others even though he knew he was going to raise Lazarus from the dead. Why?
C. PHIL. 2:5-8 – Paul explains that Jesus took the from of a bondservant and came in the likeness of man.

D. ISA. 53:3-5 – Jesus is our atonement.  He knows grief, he knows sorrow, he knows pain because he paid the price for our sins.

E. HEB. 2:18 – He was tempted just like you and me but he choose not to sin.

F. 1 PET. 2:21-24 – We need to follow the example of Jesus.

III. PROMISE OF VICTORY – 

A. HEB. 4:16 – We can come with confidence and boldness because we know victory is ours in Christ.

B. HEB. 10:21-23 – How do we know we will be victorious? Because he who promised is faithful.   We can count on him.   Not just some of the time but always.

C. HEB. 10:32-39 – How could they endure and go thru what they faced?  They knew they had something better in store.

D. HEB. 11:13-16 – How did these O.T. worthies remain steadfast? By their faith because they desired a better country – a heavenly city.

E. HEB. 11:36-40 – Why did they endure such trying circumstances? Because they knew God had something better.
F. 1 COR. 15:56-57 – Victory is promised in our great high priest – Jesus.   Are you being victorious?

CONCLUSION – 

Are there any reasons to remain faithful?

Endure – do not let go of your faith!!!

Are you being faithful to God?
