RECEIVING THE GRACE OF GOD IN VAIN

2 COR. 6:1 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – All who obey the gospel are blessed by the grace of God.  It is God’s grace that makes salvation possible for mankind – TITUS 2:11.  Grace is defined as unmerited favor and it is a pouring out of God’s mercy and love for us because if we were separated from the grace of God there is nothing we could do about our sin.

We are saved by grace thru faith – EPH. 2:8-9 – Grace being God’s part in his marvelous and faith being man’s response to the grace of God.  To hear the soul saving message of the gospel, to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and to be willing to repent, and then confess the name of Jesus before we are baptized into Christ for the forgiveness of our sins is how we respond to the grace of God.

Paul and other apostles were ambassadors or goodwill messengers to show people how to be reconciled to God – 2 COR. 5:20 - Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.
2 COR. 6:1 - We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. – Paul and his fellow workers were cooperating with God by declaring the word of his grace – the word of reconciliation. Paul pleaded with others to not receive the grace of God in vain.

WAYS THE GRACE OF GOD MAY BE RECEIVED IN VAIN:

1. BY TURNING TO A DIFFERENT GOSPEL – 

a. ROM. 1:16 – Only the gospel of Christ has the power of God to save.

b. GAL. 1:6-7 – After being called by the grace of Christ the Galatians were quickly removed to another gospel.  Do we move to a different gospel?

c. GAL. 4:9-11 – Paul was concerned his labor was going to be in vain.

2. BY FAILURE TO BEAR FRUIT – 

a. MATT. 7:17-20 – As a Christian we are expected to bear fruit.  If we fail to do so we are barren.

b. JN. 15:8 – If we bear much fruit we glorify God if not we have received the grace of God in vain.

c. GAL. 5:22-23 – Instructs us in the type of fruit we are to bear.

3. BY PERMITTING GOD’S WORD TO BE CHOKED – 

a. MARK 4:18-19 – In the parable of the sower and soils, the seed falling among thorns illustrates one who hears God’s word, but the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in choke the word and it becomes unfruitful.   

b. MARK 8:36 - Do we allow the things of this world to choke out the word of God in our lives?

4. BY TURNING BACK TO WORLDLY POLLUTIONS – 

a. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – When we by the grace of God become Christians we escape the pollutions of this world, but if we turn back into the world we will be come entangled and overcome and our latter end will be worse than our beginning.  Do not be like the pig washed that returns to the mud hole by going back to our old way of life.

b. EPH. 4:17-24 – Do not walk like you used to walk but put off the old man and put on the new man?  Do not receive the grace of God in vain.

5. BY LOSING FAITH – 

a. HEB. 3:16-19 – The Israelites were delivered from Egypt by the grace of God but most of them perished in the wilderness.  Why did they not enter in the Promised Land?  Because of their unbelief.        

b. HEB. 3:12-14 – Can the same thing happen to us?  YES, we can develop and evil heart of unbelief and depart from the living God.

6. BY BEGINNING IN THE SPIRIT AND ENDING IN THE FLESH – 

a. GAL. 3:3 – Paul asks a rhetorical question the answer is obviously, NO!

b. GAL. 6:7-8 – Why should we begin sowing in the spirit, which brings life everlasting and then, decide to follow the flesh, which brings forth a harvest of corruption.     

CONCLUSION – Many people who have received the grace of God have nullified the effect of that grace in such ways as we have studied in this lesson.

The scriptures tell us clearly that today is the day of salvation – 2 COR. 6:2 – “…I have heard the in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succored thee; behold. Now is th eaccepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”                                                                                                                                                    
