REDEEMING THE TIME

EPHESIANS 5:15-16
INTRODUCTION – We have all been recently reminded of the importance of time in relation to the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.  I think we are now at 47 days and literally millions of gallons of oil are pouring into the Gulf even as we speak.  Many think they have had plenty of time to come up with a solution and while others think they should have already had contingency plans in place if a situation like this arose.  We all realize the importance of time as it relates to this tragedy.

We live in a very fast paced society that recognizes the value of time to the extent that Time-Management classes are often taught or offered by companies to make people more efficient at using their time. The bible makes it clear that time is precious – EPH. 5:15-16 Since we need to redeem it - this means to buy up for one’s self or advantage. See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
The purpose of this lesson is to get us to consider our use of time.  Are we really redeeming the time?

REDEEMING THE TIME: 
I. WHY SHOULD WE REDEEM THE TIME?  Life is short!!!
A. GEN. 47:9 – Jacob looked back on his 130 years and viewed it as only a few.   Time goes by so swiftly

B. JOB 14:1-2 – Job was a wise man because he recognized the brevity of life.

C. PSA. 90:9-12 – In a prayer offered by Moses he said his years were like a sigh –the days were numbered.

D. JAMES 4:13-15 – James compares our life to a vapor or mist which appears for a little while and then vanishes away.

II. HOW DO WE REDEEM THE TIME? By setting the proper priorities!!!
A. EPH. 4:28 – By doing honorable work.

B. 1 TIM. 5:8 – By providing for our family.

C. PSA 1:1-3 – By delighting in the Law of the Lord daily.
D. HEB. 10:25 – By assembling to worship God and study his word.  Is worship a priority or do you view it as a as a problem?

E. JN. 9:4 – Is it a priority for us to work for God?  

F. MATT. 25:31-46 – Do we ever use our time to minister to others?  Notice the condition of those who did not take the time out of their busy schedules to help others.

III. WHAT MOTIVATION DOES REDEEMING THE TIME PROVIDE?
A. ECCL. 9:9-10 – It provides the motivation to do what ever we do with all our might.  In other words do it to the best of our God given ability.  Do not settle for mediocre service – only our best!!!

B. MATT. 22:37 – Our love for God must be wholehearted not halfhearted.
C. 1 COR. 15:58 – Loving God with my whole heart will allow me to be steadfast, consistent in my labor and service for the Lord.  We do not have to get everything done today, but we must get something done today for the Lord. – I.E. – To do list

D. HEB 9:27 – To be prepared for death and judgment.  Death and judgment are coming.  Are you prepared for eternity?  Have you used the time given to you by the Lord to make all things ready?

E. 2 COR. 6:2 – Redeeming the time makes us realize the importance of today.  Today is the day of salvation.

CONCLUSION – 

Are we redeeming the time?

Life is short!!!

Are you ready for death and judgment?
