RESPONSIBILITIES WE ALL HAVE AS CHRISTIANS

EPHESIANS 4:16 –TEXT
INTRODUCTION - 
If you were asked what are some of the responsibilities you have as a Christian what would be your response?  Some might say we have to obey, others might state we must be in submission to God both would be right.  Obedience and submission can be summed up in one word – responsibility.  Let’s look at what Paul by inspiration recorded for the brethren at Ephesus.  EPH. 4:16 – We all have responsibility - from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. Our responsibility is to do my part to supply so the church can grow according to my ability.  This involves working.
RESPONSIBLITIES OF EACH CHRISTIAN:
1. WORKER IN THE CHURCH – 
A. MATT. 21:28-31 – Worker in the church, for the Lord - "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, 'Son, go, work today in my vineyard.' 29 "He answered and said, 'I will not,' but afterward he regretted it and went. 30 Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, 'I go, sir,' but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said to Him, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you.  God wants us to go to work today – not yesterday or someday.

2. SUPPORT THE CHURCH- 
A. 1 COR. 16:1-2 – Paul gives instructions how and when this is to take place - Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.
B. 2 COR. 9:6-7 – Principle of giving - But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.
3. PRAYER FOR THE SAINTS – 

A. COL. 1:9-11 – Praying for other Christians is very special. Do not just pray generic prayers be specific - For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may have a walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy;
4. PRESENT AT ASSEMBLIES – 
A. HEB. 10:23-26 – God is faithful are we?  God considered us when he sent his Son do we consider others when it comes to assembling? If we forsake the assembling are we not rejecting the sacrifice of Christ on our behalf? Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,
5. BUILD UP AND STRENGTHEN – 

A. JUDE 20-21 – We must build up our faith and strengthen our love for God as we seek eternal life - But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
6. KEEP CHURCH HOLY AND PURE – This begins with me!

A. EPH. 1:4 – How does God want us to live? - just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love,
B.  1 TIM. 5:22 – Paul instructs Timothy - Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other people's sins; keep yourself pure.  Remember who Jesus said (MATT. 5:8) would see God – “the pure in heart.”

7. UNITY – Being joined together with one heart and soul.

A. 1 COR. 1:10 -Speak the same things – doctrine – perfectly joined together  - harmony  - Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
B. ACTS 4:32 – Did the church in Jerusalem have unity?  Responsibility of every Christian.  Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.
8. SEEKERS AND SAVERS OF LOST – I must have genuine concern for the souls of others.

A. LUKE 19:10 – “for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." 
B. 2 TIM. 2:2 – We have the responsibility to promote the truth - And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
9. COMPASSION FOR THOSE OVERTAKEN IN SIN – 

A. GAL. 6:1-2 – It could happen to me and it could happen to you - Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
B. 1 COR. 10:12 – Paul tells us why it is so important to keep our attitude in check and have compassion for others.  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.
10. SHARE IN JOYS OR TEARS – 

A. 1 COR. 12:25-27 – We need to care and share in others successes or burdens - that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.
11. DO NOT ALLOW DEVIATION FROM TRUTH – 

A. 1 THESS. 2:11-13 – The only way to walk worthy of God is to respect the truth - as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a father does his own children, 12 that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe
B. 2 THESS. 2:8-12 – The truth and only the truth will save us - and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 14 to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle
12. BE A SERIOUS AND AVID BIBLE STUDENT – 

A. ACTS 17:11 – It must be done daily. - These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.
B. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Study involves giving diligence - Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
C. PSA. 19:7 – Benefits of being a serious student of God’s word - The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 

CONCLUSION – These are just a sampling of some of the responsibilities we have as Christians and it is by no means an exhaustive list.  No one can fulfill your responsibility for you that is why it is often referred to as our personal responsibility.

