REVIVING RIGHTEOUSNESS
PSALM 85:4-13 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We live in a society that is declining morally at a rapid pace.  It is sad to say but to a large degree Christians are in danger of becoming more and more like the world.  What can I do to try and reverse this trend?  If we as Christians are to have an influence for good then we must begin with reviving righteousness in our lives.  This is what the psalmist addresses in our text – PSA. 85:4-13 - Restore us, O God of our salvation, And cause Your anger toward us to cease. 5 Will You be angry with us forever? Will You prolong Your anger to all generations? 6 Will You not revive us again, That Your people may rejoice in You? 7 Show us Your mercy, LORD, And grant us Your salvation. 

8 I will hear what God the LORD will speak, For He will speak peace To His people and to His saints; But let them not turn back to folly. 9 Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, That glory may dwell in our land.

10 Mercy and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed 11 Truth shall spring out of the earth, And righteousness shall look down from heaven. 12 Yes, the LORD will give what is good; And our land will yield its increase. 13 Righteousness will go before Him, And shall make His footsteps our pathway. 
We must listen to Jesus as he exhorts us to seek first his kingdom and his righteousness.  Can we honestly say we are seeking righteousness in our lives? – MATT. 6:33 - But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 

Righteousness is recognized by God and rewarded, but the lawless are punished – MATT. 13:40-43 – Which of these categories do you fall into lawless or righteous?  
Maybe we need our righteousness revived!!!  We cannot afford to grow discouraged and lose our faith – GAL. 6:6-9 – If you are growing weary in well doing then today we want to revive righteousness in your life.

IF WE DESIRE TO REVIVE RIGHTEOUSNESS:

I. TRUTH-FULL – We must be full of the truth that is contained in God’s word.

A. PSA. 31:5 – The God we serve is a God of truth.

B. PSA. 138:1-7 – God revives us with his word of truth.

C. ROM. 1:16-17 – The truth is contained in the gospel which reveals the righteousness of God and has the power to save our souls.

D. JN. 8:32 – The truth frees us from sin!!!  The question is, “do we listen to the truth and apply it teaching to our lives?”

E. ISA. 59:1-4 – Are we guilty of the same sins that Israel committed? 

F. PSA. 119:137-144 – God’s commands are righteous but how do we treat them?  Do we forget the precepts of God?  Do we know the precepts of God yet choose to ignore them?

G. COL. 3:15-17 – Why do we need revival as God’s people because we have lost our thankfulness, we do not let his word dwell in us, and many are beginning to no longer seek his authority for what ever we do in word or deed.  Does your righteousness need to be filled with truth?
II. CARE-FULL – We must take care how we live our lives.
A. EPH. 5:15-17 – Be careful how you walk?  Are you willing to give God your time?

B. JAMES 1:25 – Are you careful to look into the law of liberty and continue in it – being a doer of the word?
C. LUKE 10:30-37 – The Samaritan cared fully for the physical wounds  of the one who fell among the thieves but do we care fully for those with spiritual wounds caused by sin.
D. PHIL. 2:19-22 – Timothy cared fully for the spiritual status of the brethren at Philippi and so he taught them the gospel.

E. HEB. 13:17 – Elders are charged with giving full care to the church.

F. 1 COR. 12:12-27 – We must care fully for each other as members of the body of Christ.

III. PRAYER-FULL – We must avail ourselves of this spiritual blessing.

A. JAMES 5:16 – The gospel of Christ exalts prayer and the power of prayer.

B. EPH. 3:20 – God can fully meet our requests.
C. LUKE 18:1 – Jesus taught us to be full of prayer always.

D. 1 THESS. 5:17 – Pray w/o ceasing.  How much do we pray?  Do we get full of prayer?

E. 1 TIM. 2:1-5 – Pray for our rulers of our nation.

F. PHIL. 4:6 – Do not worry about anything but pray about everything.

G. 1 PET. 5:7 – Give our burdens to the Lord.  Verse 6 shows us it is a matter of humility.

H. MATT. 9:36-38 – The harvest is plenteous but the laborers are few – so pray!!!

CONCLUSION – 

Does your righteousness need reviving?  

Are you full of truth, care, and prayer?

Revive your righteousness today!!!!

