ROCKS IN THE ROAD
Matthew 7:13-14

INTRODUCTIONS – Many believe that when you become Christians you will no longer be faced with any problems in this life.  Is this type of thinking true?  Absolutely not if we think this way we are setting ourselves up for failure.  There will always be rocks in the road that can cause us to stumble as Christians. The purpose of this lesson is to discuss some of the problems we will face as Christians.  If we know the type of problems we face then hopefully we can be prepared to overcome them instead of the problems overcoming us.

PROBLEMS WE FACE AS CHRISTIAN:

I. TONGUE – Do you ever have any problem controlling your tongue?

A. JAMES 1:19, 26 – We should be slow to speak and bridle our tongue or be exercising self control.

B. PROV. 29:11 – We must learn to hold back instead of speaking our mind.

C. JAMES 3:8-10 – We need to learn to be consistent with our speech and only say the things that are good not evil.

D. 1 PETER 3:10 – We must exercise self control if we want to have good days.

E. TITUS 2:7-8 – As a Christians we should have sound speech that cannot be condemned.
F. MATT. 12:36-37 – We must remember that our words will judge us in the last day.

II. SINFUL PLEASURES – As Christians we are still tempted by the pleasures of sin.
A. COL. 3:2- We need to have our affections et on things above.  We know that but it is sometimes difficult for us to make the practical application.

B. 2 TIM. 2:3-4 – If we are to be a faithful soldier in the Lord’s army we cannot entangle our lives in the pleasures of sin.

C. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – That is why John warns us about the world and the things of the world.

D. JN. 18:36 – Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world”  It is spiritual not physical, earthly or material.
E. HEB. 11:24-25 – Moses forsook the pleasures of sin for a season in order to serve God.

III. PRIDE – Have you ever allowed pride to get in the way of your service to God?
A. PROV. 8:13, 16:18 – God always has and always will hate pride because it interferes with man’s service to God.

B. PROV. 13:10, 29:23 – Pride always causes contention and will cause problems for man.

C. JAMES 4:10 – If we overcome pride with humility God will lift us up.

D. 1 PET. 5:6 – God exalts the humble.  The question is, “Are we humble?”
IV. KNOWLEDGE – Many Christians do not have an acceptable working knowledge of the scriptures.
A. HOSEA 4:6 – Look at what the prophet says a lack of knowledge will accomplish.

B. 2 TIM. 2:15 – This is why Paul challenged Timothy to study.  Be diligent in preparation.

C. 2 PET. 3:18 – We must grow in knowledge.
D. 2 TIM. 3:7 – We must come to the knowledge of the truth.  Not just know ledge for the sake of knowledge.
E. HEB. 5:12 – God want us to grow to the point we can teach others.
CONCLUSION – 

Are you stumbling on the rocks in the road?

We do face problems as Christians.  HEB. 3:12 - We could even depart from the faith.
But the problems we face are nothing compared to the problem we will face in judgment if we are not Christians.

If you are not a Christian become one today.

If you are a Christian overcome the problems you face thru Jesus Christ.
