ROMANS 14
ROMANS 14:1-15:7
INTRODUCTION – Is there division in the religious world?  YES -   Is there division in the church of our Lord?  YES – As we have discussed in previous lessons the only way to be united is to follow the Bible pattern for unity.
PSA. 133:1 – We recognize that unity is more desirable than division - Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brethren to dwell together in unity! 

EPH. 4:1-6 – God is not pleased with the type of unity based on man’s reasoning – I.E. – unity in diversity - let’s just accept everyone.   We might ask what type of unity does God desire? The simple answer is God desires unity of the Spirit - I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. Some are now saying unity just based on the seven ones – I. E. – Instrumental music not mentioned so we do not have to have unity on that matter.  Lord’s Supper, contribution, etc.
2 PET. 3:16 - Peter by inspiration warns us that sometimes the devil uses a passage of scripture and twists it to disrupt unity and such is the case with Romans 14.   as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures. 
I may twist the scriptures as well but if I do so it would be unintentional and I would count you as a friend, not an enemy if you would point this out, because I want to go to heaven. 
Religious division will cause us to lose our soul and this fact did not go unnoticed by many in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Men began to see the error of denominational creeds and doctrines and so a plea went forth for men to return to the patterns found for us in the NT.

A common plea coming forth from this movement known as the Restoration movement:

- In matters of faith  - UNITY


- In matters of judgment – LIBERTY


- In all things charity

Today among brethren there is a great controversy over Romans 14 with the key issue being M/D/R as well as defining a false teacher, A.D. 70 doctrine and so on. Some claim we can insert any topic in Romans 14 and just agree to disagree.  We are not observing the lessons history has taught us.

PREVIOUS APPEALS TO ROMANS 14 – 

· 1850’s  - Institutionalism in the form of the missionary society
· 1930’s – Premillenialism – Today AD 70 doctrine
· 1940-50’s – Institutionalism – Centralized oversight

· 1960’s -70’ – Social gospel – Grace unity movement

· 1988 – Romans 14 can be applied to moral and doctrinal matters
· 1994 – Rubuel Shelly met with the Christian church and they agreed the only basis for fellowship is the deity of Christ.
This is what many brethren are advocating.  Are you ready for that?  This is the slippery slope of Romans 14 – My question is, “If Romans 14 allows us to differ on doctrinal and moral matters today then why did we ever take a stand in the past against institutionalism, premillenialism, and centralized oversight?  The answer is simple it was because there was no authority from the word of God – no pattern to follow in regard to these issues.  
What does Romans 14 teach?   Purpose of this lesson is to help us glean an understanding of this important chapter in God’s word.

UNDERSTANDING ROMANS 14 – 

I. MUST BE TRUE TO THE TEXT – “A text taken out of context is a pretext.”

A. The weak and strong brothers are being discussed in the text

1. Strong brother – Informed, able to practice, right understanding of a revealed truth, doing it to the Lord, convinced in his own mind, gives God thanks.
2. Weak brother – Uninformed, unable to practice, poor understanding of a revealed truth, doing it not to the Lord, convinced in his own mind, gives God thanks.

3. Danger for strong brother – Cause the weak to stumble, set brother at naught

4. Danger for weak brother – Judge his brother, and violate his conscience.

B. TEXT
1. vs. 1 – Receive – Strong is to receive the weak - in contrast to arguing, disputing, and contending – Why? Because God receives them.   Their differences (meats-days) were testing their fellowship. If their opinions in these matters of personal liberty were pushed on one another they could indeed cause division in the church at Rome.  So in an effort to diffuse the problem Paul by inspiration of the Holy Spirit tells them how to resolve their differences.  This verse clearly teaches us the strong brother is to have a receptive attitude toward his brother who is weaker and not reject him.  RSV makes the phrase clear for us when it says “but not for disputes over opinions.” 
2.  vs. 2 – The strong brother who is the well taught brother understands he may eat all things with God’s blessings so he eats meat. The weak brother who has a tender conscience eats only vegetables as he has not reached the same level of understanding as the meat eater.  Neither should attempt to force his conclusion on the other for to do so could divide the church. They both do what they do in good conscience.  They just disagree.
a. 1 TIM. 4:3-5 – The strong brother has understanding - forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with thanksgiving; 5 for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 
3. vs. 3 – It is imperative that both parties exercise tolerance and patience.  Why? They are both accepted by God and if God receives both then each must receive the other   God receives both the meat eater and the one who eats herbs. It makes no difference to God about their dietary choices. Does God accept sin?  The text does not have anything to do with something sinful or unlawful.
4. vs. 4 – All Christians are God’s servants. God’s approval of both people is apparent. God is able to make both stand whether they are the strong or the weak brother both are good men who are striving to serve God acceptably. Will God’s justice allow us to stand if we are in sin?  Can you have one opinion about sin and I have another and we both will stand before God?
5. vs. 5 – Eating meats was not the only problem over which the brethren at Rome were about to divide. Some were esteeming certain days as more important then others. Possibly some of the Jews had tender consciences regarding the Sabbath Day and other holy days observed under the Law of Moses. It is also possible the Gentile Christians also had some special days they observed.  No matter what judgment they made they had to be fully convinced in their own mind so they could act with conviction in regard to this personal matter. The strong brother esteems everyday alike while the weak brother esteems certain days above others.  Note the phrase “Let each be fully convinced (persuaded) in his own mind.”  This shows without a doubt that the text is referring to matters of judgment, opinion, things that are indifferent to God.  Does this include doctrinal and moral matters?  Will God allow us to engage in sin because we are fully convinced it is alright?  
a. Polygamy – Is it clean vs. 14, is it good vs. 16 is it pure vs. 20 – Do you think some Mormons who practice polygamy are fully convinced it is right?   Sure they are but does that make it right with God?
b. Homosexuality – Marriages – Lutheran church has taken the stand and is fully convinced that homosexuality is right.
c. Abortion – Many today take the lives of unborn children.  Are they fully convinced?   Does it make it right?
d. Adulterous marriages – Many are married to those whom they do not have the scriptural to be married to but are they convinced they are right? I.E. – Troop marriage
e. Profanity – If I am convinced that filthy talking and taking God’s name in vain is right does it make it so?
f. Social drinking – If I did not believe and the Bible and the Bible did not say one word about drinking and drunkenness you could never convince me it is right.  I have seen first hand the destruction and devastation it brings to families
g. Gambling – If I am fully convinced that it is OK to blow my paycheck on games of chance there is no problem even though it violates the principle of working with  my hands to have to provide for my family and others
h. Evolution – Some brethren who are fully convinced and advocate the day-age concept of creation. 
i. Instrumental music – There are some brethren who are now fully convinced that using the instrument in worship to God is OK.  See bulletin
j. Baptism – No longer necessary. Accept anyone into fellowship who believes that Jesus Christ is deity is what some brethren are saying now, “There are some doctrinal disagreements that can only be tolerated within the fellowship of Jesus Christ”  Can they please prepare us a list of the doctrinal differences we can tolerate

6. vs.6 – They both give thanks to the Lord understanding he is the source and giver of all good things even though with respect to eating meats or observing days they act in different ways.
a. JAMES 1:17 - Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.

b. 1 TIM. 6:17- Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 

7. vs. 7-9 – Whether we live or die we all belong to God. God will not accept service from one who serves him selfishly. Our desire must be to satisfy God not ourselves. Each of us has a personal relationship with God because Christ paid the price for our salvation on the cross of Calvary.  God owns us and the right or wrong of our actions are determined by his word which makes salvation possible.
a. 1 COR. 6:20 – What ever we choose to do in matters of judgment we must give glory to God.  For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's. 
b. Can sin ever bring glory to God?
8. vs. 10-13 – Paul asks the question why do you judge your brother?  Do we have the right to judge one another over matters of personal opinions and judgments? In what areas should we not judge our brother? In matters that are indifferent to God and where he has granted us liberty. That is what is being addressed in the context of Romans 14!!!  Does this eliminate all judgment on our part?  No just on judgments over matters of opinion or personal liberty or indifference. Remember since the scriptures are inspired they cannot be in conflict with other passages. 
a. 1 COR. 5:1-5 – We can judge in matters of sin.  If God does not allow us to differ in matters of sin then I cannot judge my brother to be wrong when he commits fornication. It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles--that a man has his father's wife! 2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this deed might be taken away from among you. 3 For I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him who has so done this deed. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus
b. LUKE 17:3- – Jesus says if a brother sins against me (steals) then I can rebuke him - Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him
c. 1 COR. 8:11-13 – I cannot insist on exercising my liberty if it could cause my brother to sin. And because of your knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? 12 But when you thus sin against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. Brethren seem to go to one of two extremes 1.) Binding my personal convictions and dividing the church or 2.) Allowing anything and everything for the sake of unity and thus dividing the church.  Both approaches fail to comply with the teaching of Paul and neither show we love our brother and want him to go to heaven
9. vs. 14-17 - 
Under the law of Christ nothing is unclean (1 TIM. 4:4-5). My duty toward the one who believes it is wrong to eat certain meats is to teach him the truth, but not to pressure or persuade him to do what he believes to be wrong. Neither can bind their opinion on the other as long as it is clean, good and pure.  The kingdom of God is not carnal but spiritual so we should follow after the things that make for peace and edify one another – Sin does not fit into the text.  Does sin ever edify?
a. ROM. 15:1-2 – It is the responsibility of the strong to patiently strive to teach the weak brother about these truths.  We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification.
b. GAL. 5:6 – We are to exercise tolerance and forbearance for brethren who differ with one another in matters indifferent to God or the church will splinter into tiny fragments.  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love. Circumcision would never have become a point of contention if it had not been imposed by the Jews as an addendum to salvation.
c. 1 COR. 8:8 – Whether we eat or do not eat we are neither the better or the worse - But food does not commend us to God; for neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do not eat are we the worse. 
10. vs. 18 – If we serve Christ in these things (righteousness, peace and joy).  Righteousness – the right and proper conduct toward one another; peace – always considering my brother; joy – our concern for others results in joy for them instead of grief.  To act in any other way would violate the nature and spirit of God’s kingdom.  We should not push our opinions to the point of causing strife in the Lord’s church
a. Eat Meats - Eat vegetables

b. Observing days

11. vs. 20-21 - 
Paul mentions three conditions – stumbling, offence and weakness- we can cause by insisting on and exercising  our liberties. All things are pure but imagine causing a brother to lose his soul over eating meats or observing days. The price we pay and the sacrifice we make to edify our blood bought brother in Christ is truly great.  Let us exhibit love for our brethren.
a. JN. 13:34-35 - A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." Confusion division and strife do not edify. God’s work can surely suffer at the hands of overzealous brethren who seek to push their personal judgments to the point where they cause division.
12. vs. 22-23 – Paul instructs his readers to use extreme caution in exercising their liberties.  In matters of subjective faith, personal judgment, and opinions I am to “have it to myself." Sin is only involved if either of them violates their conscience or they try to bind their opinions upon each other.  Each must be fully persuaded in his own mind vs. 5 This does not refer to sin
a. 1 COR. 6:9-11 – Paul did not condone sin - Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 

b. 1 JN. 1:5-10 – God does not fellowship sin - This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
c. EPH. 5:6-11 – Does God expect us to continue to walk in sin and darkness. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them

II. MUST BE TRUE TO THE CONTEXT – 

A. Compare ROM. 13:12-14 and ROM. 16:17-18
B. Putting sinful doctrines or practices in Romans 14 – 

1. Violates the context.

2. Puts God in fellowship with sin

3. Brings sin into the church.

4. Provides basis for open ended fellowship with sin.

C. Are you ready for that?  This is what is being advocated by many brethren.  

III. MUST BE TRUE TO THE DISTANT CONTEXT – Be true to all the bible
A. Putting sinful doctrines or practices in Romans 14

1. GAL. 5:19-21 – Violates bible truth. Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God
2. 2 JN 9-11 – Puts God in fellowship with sin. Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; 11 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds. 

3. COL. 3:5-11 – Brings sin into the church. Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 

4. 2 COR. 6:14 – Provides basis for fellowship with sin - Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?
IV. MUST NOT CONTRADICT TRUTH – 

A. Is the bible inspired?

B. Does truth conflict?

C. Receive - ROM. 14:1-3 – In matters of opinion- judgment – things indifferent to God. Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. 2 For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. 3 Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him
D. Do not receive -  2 JN 9-10 – SIN - Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him;
E. Those who put sin in Romans 14 make the truth seem contradictory.

V. MUST NOT VIOLATE THE CHARACTER OF GOD – 

A. God is Holy – Remember the previous lesson on the holiness of God.        1 PET. 1:15-16 -  but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy.
B. Does God tolerate sin?  

C. Which sin does God’s holiness tolerate?
VI. EXPLANATION OF DOCTRINAL DIFFERENCES IN CONGREGATIONS – 

A. Every congregation has doctrinal differences, but does this authorize on going fellowship with sin – NO.  Then you might ask, “How is this problem solved?”

Romans 14 – Authorized liberties


Ephesians 4 – Doctrinal Differences

Receive one another




Bring to maturity-perfection-repent

Do not dispute





Bring to unity of faith

Do not judge





Save from winds of doctrine

Set no time limits




Allow time to grow

Do not contend




Contend – JUDE 3
Allow difference to continue



Bring to repentance – ACTS 8:22
Be fully assured in his own mind


Have no fellowship – EPH. 5:11
God receives





God does not receive – 1 JN. 1:5-6
No limit to fellowship




Limit to fellowship –2 THESS. 3:16







    “Withdraw from disciplined”

B. Are we doomed to divide on every issue? NO

1. In matters of faith  - UNITY
2. In matters of judgment – LIBERTY

3. In all things - CHARITY

C. Is unity on matters of faith possible? 1 COR. 1:10-13
D. Is unity possible on the divorce issue? YES

1. One man

2. One woman

3. For life

4. One exception

E. Opinion issues have not divided us in the past

1. Baptistery – Creek – Running water

2. Carnal warfare

3. Pitch pipe – tuning fork

4. Covering question

5. Must legal documents include ”adultery” not as long as the adultery is the reason for the putting away 
CONCLUSION – Some say we are tired of all these issues you will have to take that up with the devil.
1 TIM. 6:12 – Paul says - Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

2 TIM. 2:2-4 - And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.
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