RUNNING WITH THE WORD OF GOD

2 TIMOTHY 4:6-8 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – In the area we live running is a very popular sport.  Some enjoy it from a recreational and fitness standpoint while others are very competitive about the running events they enter. There are many musts for running – proper training, proper shoes but a runner cannot endure a lengthy race without hydration – water, Gatorade, PowerAde something to replace the fluids and electrolytes lost during the event.  If this does not happen the body will not perform properly and will breakdown during the competition and they will not be able to finish the race.
The same is true in a spiritual sense.  We are in a race but we must run it with the proper tools given to us by God or we will not endure to the end.  In the spiritual race we run everyone who faithfully finishes is a winner.  Note the inspired words of Paul.
2 TIM. 4:6-8 - For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.
As Christians running the spiritual race we must prayerfully run with the word of God.  Do we try to run in this spiritual race sometimes just depending on self?  
What are the results?  If we are honest we fail when we run without God’s words of wisdom in our hearts and mind.
RUNNING WITH THE WORD OF GOD:
1. MASTER RUNNER – 

A. HEB. 12:1-4 – We need to look at the master runner Jesus – He has run ahead of us in this race and he knows the track or course perfectly.  Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 4 You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin.  Will this race be easy? No, but we need to examine the life of Jesus because he overcame every obstacle Satan placed in his path.
B. MATT. 4:1-11 – How was Jesus successful in running this part of his race?  He knew the scriptures and as a result the devil fled from him?  Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread." 4 But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.' " 5 Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: 'He shall give His angels charge over you,' and, 'In their hands they shall bear you up,Lest you dash your foot against a stone.' " 7 Jesus said to him, "It is written again, 'You shall not tempt the LORD your God.' " 8 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me." 10 Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.' " 11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him. 
C. 1 COR. 9:24-27 – Paul realized the urgency of time the importance of winning souls and running the race faithfully – Paul ran with the word of God - Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.   We are running for an imperishable crown – I.E. – trophies will tarnish
D. HEB. 4:14-16 – We have the master runner – Jesus – to help us as we run this race we do not have to run this race alone - Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
2. HEAVENLY DYNAMITE – Runners do something called carbohydrate loading to give them power and energy for endurance races. God’s word is powerful it is all the power we need in our spiritual race - NT:1411 – dunamis - strength, ability, power - universally, inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature

A. ROM. 1:14-17 – Paul relied on the power of the gospel.  An explosive charge was set off on Pentecost that has literally rocked the world of mankind. - I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 15 So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."  
B. HEB. 4:12 - What should we rely on today for power? The same thing the apostles did on Pentecost - For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
3. CAUTIOUS HANDLING – Runners must be cautious to manage the race they are running staying on the proper splits at certain intervals. We must do the same spiritually something so powerful as the word of God must be handled with care.  Dynamite can blow holes in mountains for a tunnel for trains if handled skillfully – I.E. Branson

A. 2 COR. 4:1-5 – The word must be properly handled - Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart. 2 But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus' sake.  It is sad that today many promote self instead of the gospel. 

B. ACTS 20:28-32 – Paul commended the elders at Ephesus to the word of God Why?  It has the power to blast holes in false doctrine or the egos of men -  Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. 32 So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
4. ZEALOUS TEACHER – Runners are zealous it is something they enjoy doing and well as talking about.  We must be the same as Christians in the race we are running.  
A. ACTS 8:26-35 – We must enjoy sharing the cure for the leprosy of souls – Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, "Arise and go toward the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is desert. 27 So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go near and overtake this chariot." 30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31 And he said, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 The place in the Scripture which he read was this: "He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, So He opened not His mouth.  33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, And who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth."  34 So the eunuch answered Philip and said, "I ask you, of whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?" 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 

B. ROM. 10:1-3 - Truth and zeal are a winning combination, but either one without the other is dangerous - Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 

5. PENITENT HEART – A runner has to have a heart in excellent physical condition and so it is with those who run with the word of God our heart must be in the right condition spiritually.
A. PSA. 51:7-17 – We can only be effective running with the word of God when we see our faults and failures - Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, That the bones You have broken may rejoice. 9 Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 13 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, And sinners shall be converted to You. 14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, The God of my salvation, And my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness. 15 O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 16 For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart--These, O God, You will not despise. 

B. PSA. 19:7-14 – The psalmist describes the type of heart we should have as disciples - The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 10 More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 11 Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping them there is great reward. 12 Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults. 13 Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; Let them not have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, And I shall be innocent of great transgression. 14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer. 
C. 1 JN. 7-10 – We must get rid of sin in our lives so we can run the race patiently and persuade others to join us - But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

CONCLUSION – 

Life is a race and we are all running in it – the question is:

Are we running with the word of God and toward the reward?

Are we running away from God and toward destruction?  

Why go to all the trouble of running a race and have no chance of reward?

If as you evaluate your life you understand that you are running without God then stop and listen to his divine message his plan of salvation.  I.E. – Ethiopian Eunuch
