SAVED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

EPHESIANS 2:8-10 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – First of all we need to recognize there is a need for man to be saved – ROM. 3:23 – all have sinned…and this sin separates man from God – ISA. 59:1-2.  Then we might ask how does man obtain salvation? – ROM. 6:23 – the scriptures clearly teach that the gift of God is eternal life.  How does man access this grace of God made available to all men – it is by faith.  Grace is God’s part in the scheme of redemption and faith is man’s part.

Today we want to study the various aspects of this great truth from God’s word. 

1. REPENTANCE – FAITH – TURNING – One aspect of being saved by grace thru faith is repentance, because repentance is faith turning.

a. ACTS 3:19 – We have the command to repent ye therefore… what cause this turning or repentance to come about?

b. 1 TIM. 1:12-16 – When one learns of the love of the savior to die for his sins.

c. 2 COR. 7:10 – When one realizes God’s love for him and acknowledges sin in his life and has godly sorrow for that sin.  Godly sorrow will lead one to repentance.

d. ACTS 2:22-24, 36-41 – How was their faith made manifest?

2. CONFESSION – FAITH – ACKNOWLEDGING – Another aspect of being saved by grace thru faith is confession, because confession is faith acknowledging.

a. ROM. 10:9-10 – When a person repents he is eager to express his faith in Jesus Christ and confess that he is God’s son.

b. ACTS 8:36-37 – No one had to persuade the Eunuch that he needed to confess the name of Jesus he was ready, willing, and able to do it as soon as he learned that it was required of him.

c. MATT. 6:24 – Confession is when we by faith make our allegiance to Christ known.  We are acknowledging our intentions to give full allegiance to Him for the rest of our life.

3. BAPTISM – FAITH – OBEYING – As we continue to study the statement saved by grace thru faith we will see that baptism is faith obeying.

a. COL. 2:12-13 – When people refuse to be baptized they are displaying they have no faith in God.  Baptism is an act of faith on your part that shows that you believe that Jesus blood can cleanse you from your sin.

b. ACTS 22:16 – Did Paul argue with Anias about baptism? No, he obeyed.

c. 2 TIM. 2:10 – Salvation is only found in Jesus.  How do I get in Jesus?

d. GAL. 3:26-27 – By faith I obey the command to be baptized!  Baptism is an act of faith that declares my desire to be saved in Christ.

4. RIGHTEOUSNESS – FAITH – SHINING – A fourth aspect of being saved by grace thru faith is righteousness, because righteousness is faith shining.

a. PHIL. 3:8-9 – Righteousness is displayed thru faith.  This is a big problem with many Christians.

b. JAMES 2:17-26 – Faith cannot be shown without works.  James says our faith must have works or it is dead.  I need to ask myself is my faith dead or alive?  Is there enough evidence to convict me of being a Christian?

c. GAL. 5:5-6 – The motivating factor for our service to God and works of faith must be love.

d. TITUS 3:3-8 – if we maintain good works we will be a shining example to others.

5. PRAYER – FAITH – PETITIONING – those who have obeyed the gospel and have been saved by God’s grace seek to have a living faith and realize the importance of prayer.

a. PHIL. 4:4-7 – We must be a praying people – we must be thankful.

b. JAMES 1:5-7 – When is the last time you asked God for wisdom?

c. JAMES 5:14-16 – The fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.

d. 1 JN. 1:7-9 – If as Christians we do not pray we shut ourselves off from god’s grace and the forgiveness of our sins.  – 1 THESS. 5:17
6. TEACHING – FAITH – INSTRUCTING – Our last point for consideration is that if we are to have a living faith we will be involved in teaching (not necessarily public teaching), because teaching is faith instructing.

a. TITUS 2:11-15 – God instructs us to speak, exhort, and rebuke with all authority- Do we believe this or not?

b. 2 TIM. 2:1-2 – If we really believe in the grace of God our faith will cause us to teach others.

c. 2 TIM. 2:22-25 – The servant of the Lord must be apt to teach so we can instruct those who oppose themselves.

CONCLUSION – Have you been saved by grace thru faith?  If not then you are living in sin and if you die in your sin Jesus has said where he is you cannot go – JN. 8:21 – Do you want to go to heaven the obey Jesus today. 

If you have obeyed the gospel is your faith living or dead? – REV. 3:14-17 – Do not allow yourself to be deceived by Satan.

