SAVING A SOUL FROM DEATH

JAMES 5:19-20 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We have recently been studying the topic of sin and some subjects relating to it such as the doctrine of the impossibility of apostasy and the warning signals that are evident in a persons’ life who is falling away from their service to God.  Looking at our text we can easily see that God is concerned about those who have their soul darkened by sin, but how concerned are we about it?  

We should be concerned because we realize as Christians certain facts in regard to sin:

That sin pays wages – ROM. 6:23 – The wages of sin is death.

The results of dying in sin are not pleasantly described in God’s word – REV. 20:11-15 – The second death is the lake of fire.

Notice the descriptions of hells inhabitants – REV. 21:8 – Are those the type of people you want to associate with for eternity

Sinners will reap God’s vengeance for eternity – 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – All sinners are included those who know not God and those who obey not the gospel.

But God does not want any to perish – 2 PET. 3:9 – God is longsuffering and wants all to come to repentance.  We should be like God in that we do not want any of our erring brethren to perish.  Notice how the love of God for man is depicted in the parable of the lost son – LUKE 15:20 – Notice while he was a long way off, the father moved with compassion ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.

As we further study our lesson today we will consider four points that will hopefully motivate us to show our love and concern for those of our number who are drifting, falling, or erring from the faith.  By doing this we need to realize that we can save a soul from death.  

1. First we must understand the condition of the erring brother in God’s eyes – 

A. HEB. 3:12-19 – An erring brother has hardened his heart to the truth and has turned away from it.

B. 2 PET. 2:20-22 – Why is the later state worse than the beginning?

C. HEB. 6:4-6 – They have crucified the Son of God afresh and put Him to an open shame

D. HEB. 10:28-29 – The unfaithful brother has trodden under foot the Son of God and counted the blood that He shed as unholy.

2. We must also understand the effects of a sinful brother – 

A. 1 COR. 12:25-27 – Sin in the life of one who professes to be a Christian can only do harm to the body of Christ and cause it to suffer

B. That is why God exercised discipline in the infancy of the church – ACTS 5:1-11
C. How can the body of Christ suffer because of unfaithful brethren?

1.) They can be stumbling blocks to others – MATT. 18:5-7 – Notice the woe pronounced upon those who will cause others to stumble. 

2.) They can cause the world to revile us – MATT. 5:16 – Much shame and reproach has been brought upon the Lord’s church by those who did not let their light shine.

3.) They become a great tool in the hand of the devil – 2 COR. 2:11 – Satan is always trying to get an advantage and hypocrisy among children of God is one of his greatest weapons.

4.) Because it makes God look like He condones sin – 1 PET. 2:9 – Christians are to be a peculiar people, who walk in light as God is in the light.  If instead we walk in darkness it makes it look as thou we think that God will excuse us or condone our sin.

3. As we seek to save a soul from death it is important that we understand just how 

the erring fall – 

A. 1 PET. 2:11 – They fall because they do not abstain from fleshly lust

B. GAL. 5:16-24 – These lust wage war against the spirit

C. LUKE 8:5-15 – They don’t have the proper attitude of heart

D. 2 PET. 3:17 – Those who backslide often do so because they are led away by the error of the wicked

E. Remember the warning signals of falling away from God :

1.) Gradual decline in attendance – HEB. 10:25 – 

2.) Failure to pray daily  - 1 THESS. 5:17 – 

3.)  Failure to give as we have prospered – 2 COR. 9:6-7 – 

4.) Neglectful of our reading and studying of God’s word – 2 TIM. 2:15 – EPH. 3:3-4 – 

5.) Neglect or lack of concern for our erring brother – GAL. 6:1-2 – 

Why aren’t more brethren restored?  Could it be that many members of the Lord’s church who would quickly see the warning signs of drifting in the lives of others and maybe would be even quick to demand discipline be exercised upon these members are just as unfaithful when it comes to allowing worldly things to come between us going to our brother and showing the proper love and concern we should have for their spiritual well being.  When is the last time you went to someone who was drifting or unfaithful and encouraged them and spoke to them in person.  Let’s hope that each member of the Lord’s church here in this locale is indeed interested in the souls of our erring brethren.

4. How should we approach the fallen?  -

A. GAL. 6:1 – In the spirit of meekness, which is the opposite of self

Righteousness – 2 TIM. 2:24-26 – This is the duty of all Christians

B. We must tell him his fault – MATT. 18:15-17 – 

C. Speak the truth in love – EPH. 4:25 – 

D. Choose our words wisely – COL. 4:6 – Let our speech be seasoned

E. Before we approach the fallen we should go prayerfully to God first – 1 JN. 5:14-17 – pray that they might see the error of their way 

F. If we are willing to approach the fallen we must be able to tell them how they can be restored to God – 

1.) They must remember – REV. 2:4-5 – From where they fell

2.) They must come to themselves – LUKE 15:11-17 – People usually do this when they hit rock bottom

3.) They must determine to serve God – MATT. 6:24 – 

4.) They must be willing to humbly repent – ACTS 8:22- 

5.) They must openly confess sins and ask God for forgiveness – 1 JN. 1:7-9
6.) A sin against the church (brethren) should be straightened out publicly.  Confess before your brethren and ask for their prayers for you – JAMES 5:16 – 

7.) In order to repent we must truly have Godly sorrow – 2 COR. 7:10 

CONCLUSION – If you are here today and you are not a Christian your soul also needs to be saved from death and you can do this today by H-B-R-C-B-BF. 

