SAY WHAT?

LUKE 6:45 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – What we say is a reflection of what is in our heart.  Listen to Jesus LUKE 6:45 - A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. 

Does it really matter what I say?  YES, what you say is very important.  Let’s look at some scriptures that emphasize this point.

PSA. 19:14 – What we say is important because we should want the words of our mouth and the meditations of our heart to be acceptable to God.  Listen to the psalmist - Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer. 
JAMES 1:26 – If we cannot control our speech and what we say our religion is useless.  If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless.
ACTS 15:24, 32 – We can see the power of words they can be troubling and unsettling or they can be words that give strength and exhort others to remain faithful to God. VS. 24 Since we have heard that some who went out from us have troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, saying, 'You must be circumcised and keep the law'--to whom we gave no such commandment-- 

VS. 32 Now Judas and Silas, themselves being prophets also, exhorted and strengthened the brethren with many words. 
SAY WHAT?

1. EVIL WORDS – PROFANITY – FOUL LANGUAGE
A. EPH. 4:29 – Paul states let no corrupt word come out of your mouth.

B. 1 PET. 3:10 – Peter says refrain your tongue from evil and from speaking deceit.

C. PROV. 18:8 – One way that Christians use their words for evil is when they gossip – talebearer.

D. PROV. 21:23 – If we want to avoid trouble then we need to guard our mouth and words.

2. ABUSIVE SPEECH  
A. COL. 3:8 – Put of the old man and the type of language he used and put on the new man.
B. PROV. 15:1- Have you ever spoken words that caused a situation to get worse instead of better?

C. JUDE 14-15 – These are depicted as receiving the judgment of God because of their ungodly deeds and harsh words.

3. CRUDE WORDS - COARSE HUMOR
A. EPH. 5:3-4 – It is not fit for one who is a Christian to be involved in this type of language.

B. MATT. 12:36-37 – Crude words off color jokes fall into the category of idle words.  Our words either justify or condemn us!!!
C. PROV. 15:26 – Our words should be pleasant to God.  Are your words pleasing to God?

4. GRACEFUL – TASTEFUL – APPROPRIATE
A. COL. 4:6 – Purpose of salt is to make something palatable or easy to swallow.  I.E. – I cannot eat food without salt it just does not taste good to me.

B. PROV. 15:2 – We have to know how to use our tongue and choose our words so we use our knowledge in the most appropriate way possible.  I.E. – Stephen in giving his defense before the Jews.

C. ECCL. 10:12 – Gracious words are characteristic of those with wisdom.
5. WORDS THAT BUILD UP AND ENCOURAGE - WORDS OF TRUTH
A. EPH. 4:29 – Words that edify us up spiritually.  Only words of truth can do this. So we must contend for the faith – the truth revealed to us by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
B. 2 TIM. 1:13 – Paul exhorts Timothy to hold fast to the sound words and to the pattern they give us. Why?

C. ROM. 16:17-18 – Paul warns brethren at Rome that some would not hold to these sound words but would teach doctrine contrary to that they had received.  They would use smooth words and flattering speeches.

D. EPH. 5:6-7 – Paul told the brethren at Ephesus to have no fellowship with those who speak empty words.
E. COL. 2:4 – Paul told the brethren at Colossae to not be deceived with those who would use persuasive words.

F. 2 PET. 2:1-3, 18 – Peter warns of false teachers who would come and speak deceptive words and words that were empty.

CONLCUSION – 

Is our speech acceptable to God?

We are not just to avoid bad language but we are commanded to speak good things – truth.

A Christian speaks:

Always with grace, puts aside abusive speech, good for edification, uses no unwholesome words, seasoned and tasteful, responds to each person properly, is thankful, gives grace to those who hear, from their mouth proceeds the good treasure of their heart.
