SEDUCING DEMONIC DOCTRINES – DECEPTION

1 TIMOTHY 4:1-5 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Satan tries his best to deceive and steal the hearts of men and women thru his demonic doctrines.  He is especially subtle when it comes to using the demonic doctrine of deception – ROM. 16:17-18 – It is important that we note the ones being deceived in this context are Christians and they are being deceived by their own brethren who have turned aside and do not follow Christ but their own appetites (desires).

It seems that Paul realized there would be men who would not be content with the truth and as the saying goes some things never change.  We want to study about the lack of contentment that men have with God’s pattern for the work of the church today as it is revealed in the N.T. – EPH. 4:1-6 – The Holy Spirit emphasizes the number one, but man ignores it.  God’s plan for the organization and function of the church is called the work of the ministry – EPH. 4:11-16 – Only one ministry, but men say there are all type of ministries, beware do not let man deceive you about the work (evangelization, edification, and benevolence to needy saints) or the purpose of the church 1 TIM. 3:15 – To be a pillar and support of the truth – a proclaimer of the truth and defend of the truth –JUDE 3 – The truth is there is only one ministry spoken of in the Bible.

SEDUCING DEMONIC DOCTRINE OF DECEPTION – 

1. MANY MINSTRIES – The bible speaks of just one – MINISTRY OF RECONCILATION

a. 2 COR. 5:18-21 – Paul says he was involved in the ministry of reconciliation.  Reconciling men in sin back to fellowship with God.  He pleaded with man to reconcile himself to God.

b. ACTS 6:1-4 – The apostles gave themselves to the ministry of the word.

c. 2 COR. 4:1-7 – The one ministry was from the word of God and it was not handled deceitfully.  If it is many ministries problems can and will arise because there is no authority for them.

d. 1 COR. 3:1-9 – This passage teaches a minister of God serves God with his approval.

e. ROM. 1:16-17 – A true minister works with God’s approval and power.

f. ACTS 20:32 – Paul commends the elders at Ephesus to the word of God’s grace, which is able to build you up.

2. CHURCH CANNOT ACHIEVE FULFILLMENT – Man says the church just cannot exist function properly in today’s modern world if it only follows the N.T. plan for its work.  Let’s look at the church in Philippi.

a. PHIL. 1:1 – This church was properly organized and followed the doctrine of Christ in regard to its organization and work.  

b. PHIL. 1:3 – The church at Philippi was highly thought of by the apostle Paul.

c. PHIL. 1:9-11 – They were filled with the fruits of righteousness.

d. PHIL. 1:27 – Paul encouraged them to continue to strive for the faith of the gospel.

e. PHIL. 2:15 – They were lights to the world  - How? By holding forth the word of life vs. 16 they were evangelistic.

f. PHIL. 2:1-5 – They did God’s will concerning edification and benevolence. Limiting their benevolence just as God had instructed.  

g. PHIL. 4:13-18 – The church at Philippi supported the apostle Paul in his effort to preach the gospel.  This is the example we should be following today but many would deceive us and say much more good can be done if we allow a separate institution created by man to take care of this work after all the church is just not able to do. 

3. OK TO CHANGE THE WORD OF GOD – 

a. 1 PET. 4:10-11 – If we are to minister we must do it by the word of God.

b. REV. 22:18-19 – God is not just talking about the book of Revelation.  No man has the right to add ministers or ministries to the church, which Jesus purchased with his blood.

c. REV. 3:1-3 – The church had a name they were alive and well but they were really dead.

d. REV. 3:14-17 – The church at Laodicea did not view themselves as God did.

e. HEB. 12:1 -  Is this authority for a track club or fitness center?

f. MATT. 25:34-35 – Is this authority for meals on wheels and hotel ownership?

g. 1 TIM. 4:7-8 – Is this authority for a recreation minister?  Is verse 12 authority for a youth minister?

CONCLUSION – Let’s call bible things by bible names and do bible things in bible ways! – 2 TIM. 2:19-26.

