SEDUCING DEMONIC DOCTRINES - SUBSTITUTION

1 TIMOTHY 4:1-5 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Paul declares to Timothy that some will depart from the faith and he even tells why they will do so because they gave heed to the seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.  Since these doctrines of devils exist God warns us thru his word to be alert and not believe everything we hear – 1 JN. 4:1 – We are to try the spirits – why? – Because many false prophets have gone out into this world.  The scripture also tells us how to determine if a man is a false prophet or teacher – 1 TIM. 6:3-6 – If a man will not consent to the sound doctrine and wholesome words of Jesus Christ then we need to withdraw ourselves from him.  Jesus said you can detect a false teacher by his fruit – MATT. 7:13-20.  Satan has false teachers and preachers in pulpits all across the land teaching his doctrine – 2 COR. 11:13-15 – I.E. – Rat poison 99% good food but it is that 1 % that kills the rat.  ACTS 20:28-32 - Paul warned the elders of the church at Ephesus that the greatest danger to them would come from within because elders would arise and speak perverse things to draw away disciples to themselves.

DOCTRINES OF THE DEVIL – 

1. SUBSTITUTION – The Devil has something counterfeit for everything that is genuine and true according to the word of God

a. GEN. 4:1-6 – Cain was given the same instructions as Abel was given but what did he decide to do – substitute.  Did this please God?  No, God did not accept his offering.  Why?  He did not offer it by faith.

b. HEB. 11:4, 6 – By faith Abel  offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.   God does not expect us to substitute for what he has authorized.

2. SAVIOURS – Men have come along and substituted the man made doctrine of many saviours.  Mohammed, Buddha etc.

a. 1 TIM. 4:10 – God intended for Christ to be the saviour of all men.  Note this verse tells us he can only be saviour to those who believe.

b. 1 TIM. 2:3-6 – God wants all to be saved but in order to do so we must come to a knowledge of the truth.

c. 2 PET. 3:9 – God wants all men to come to repentance.

3. GOSPELS – Men have come along and written many works similar to the gospel, but these are just counterfeit something like the real thing but in reality it is not the exact same thing – I.E. - $20 bill that is counterfeit does not have the real value of a legal piece of currency.

a. MARK 16:15-16 – What did Jesus tell the apostles to preach – the gospel!

b. ROM. 1:16-17 – Only the gospel has the power of God to save nothing else does no matter how similar it may be.

c. GAL. 1:6-9 – Why was Paul so upset with those Christians in the churches of Galatia?  Because he knew God would not accept any counterfeit teaching contrary to the gospel.  Book of Mormon, Watch Tower Society, anything creed or disciplines of men that adds to or takes away from the gospel and tries to be a close counterfeit of the original.

4. CHURCHES – Man has also created substitute churches – there are said to be over 2000 denominations in the world today.  Let’s listen to what Jesus says about the church he would build.

a. MATT. 16:16-18 – Christ said very clearly and plainly that he would build his church.

b. COL. 1:18 – Jesus is the head of the body the church.

c. EPH. 1:22-23 – The Bible tells us there is but one head because there is only one body and that one body is the church.  EPH. 4:4 – Just one – what will happen to all those churches built and established by men?

d. MATT. 15:8-14 – Denominations of men will be condemned by God.

5. NAMES – Only by wearing the name of Christ can we be saved.

a. ACTS 4:12 – Salvation is only in this name.

b. ACTS 11:26- The disciples those who believed and followed Jesus were called Christians first in Antioch.

c. ACTS 26:28 – Paul was trying to convince Agrippa to become a Christian.    

6.  APPLICATION – To make the proper application of this lesson on substitution.

a. GEN. 6:14-22 – Note vs. 22 – Noah did all God commanded him.  Noah used gopher wood not pine or oak.  He pitched it within and without therefore it could not leak because it was sealed as God instructed.  The ark of safety provided salvation for 8 souls but what if Noah had rationalized “just in case “ the ark does not float and God’s plan does not work I will build 4 little life boats

b. 1 TIM. 3:15 – The church is the ark of safety the pillar and ground of the truth.  I.E. – 1 THESS. 1:8 – God’s plan will work if followed, but just like if Noah had added lifeboats to the ark some brethren have done the same thing.

c. Preach the gospel – Add human institutions such as missionary society or herald of truth to improve on God’s plan just in case it does not work..  

d. Edification  - Since the church might not be able to train Christians to become elders, deacons, and preachers just in case the instructions given to us by God are wrong let’s create bible colleges and support them from the church treasury to train them for us. EPH. 4:15-16
e. Relief Needy Saints – Just in case God’s plan does not work - ACTS 6:1-6 - let’s build orphan’s homes and old folks homes.    

CONCLUSION - Many people in the world today are in a leaky vessel because they are depending upon the doctrines and commandments of men for their souls salvation.  Their boat is sinking because they have not receive their instructions from Christ – listen to his plan for redeeming man and do not make any substitutions or your soul will be lost.                     

