SELF EXAMINATION

2 CORINTHIANS 13:5 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We often got to doctors to have a physical examination but today we want to take a self examination.  This is an opportunity for us to learn more about ourselves and to be able to express our feelings openly, honestly, truthfully, and best of all anonymously.  

In order for this lesson to have the desired affect you will have to participate by answering all the questions.

Do not raise your hand to ask a question as this is a sermon and not a discussion.

First answer the questions in each section, and then compare your answers with what the bible says:

1. QUESTIONS ABOUT BAPTISM – 

A. Have you been baptized? 

a. If YES, why?

b. If NO why not?

B. How were you baptized?

a. Sprinkling
b. Pouring 

c. Immersion

d. Other

2. BIBLE ANSWERS – 

A. Authority


a.  ACTS 22:16 – “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.
B. Penitent Believer

a. ACTS 2:36-38 – “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
b. MARK 16:16 – “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” 
c. ACTS 8:36-38 – “Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?" 37 Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.”
C. Burial in water

a. MATT. 3:13-17 – “Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. 14 And John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?" 15 But Jesus answered and said to him, "Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he allowed Him. 16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
b. JN. 3:23 – “Now John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there. And they came and were baptized.”
c. ROM. 6:3-4 – “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
d. COL. 2:12 – “buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.”
D. Remission of sins

a. ACTS 2:38 – “Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
E. Wash away sins

a. ACTS 22:16 – “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”
F. Salvation

a. MARK 16:16 – “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”
b. 1 PET. 3:21 – “There is also an antitype which now saves us--baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,”
G. Put on Christ

a. GAL. 3:27 – “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”
H. Adds to the church

a. 1 COR. 12:13 – “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.”
b. ACTS 2:41 – “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.”
c. ACTS 2:47 – “praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”
I. Only one

a. ACTS 19:1-5 – “And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" So they said to him, "We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit." 3 And he said to them, "Into what then were you baptized?" So they said, "Into John's baptism." 4 Then Paul said, "John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus." 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”
b. EPH. 4:1-6 – “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”
3. QUESTIONS ABOUT FAITHFULNESS – 

A. Are you faithful to god and to the local church?

a. YES

b. NO – If No then why not?

4. BIBLE ANSWERS – 

A. Plow

a. LUKE 9:62 – “But Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
B. Identify

a. ACTS 9:26 – “And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple.”
b. PHIL. 1:1 – “Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:”
c. REV. 1:11 – “saying, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last," and, "What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea."
C. Worship

a. JN. 4:24 – “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
b. ACTS 2:42 – “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.”
c. 1 COR. 16:2 – “On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.”
d. EPH. 5:19 – “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,”
e. ACTS 20:7 – “Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight.”
D. Spiritual Growth

a. 2 TIM. 2:15 – “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

b. 2 PET. 1:5-8 – “But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
c. 2 PET. 3:18 – “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.
E. Faithful unto death


a. REV. 2:10 – “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
F. Admonished to remain faithful

a. HEB. 10:26 – “For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know Him who said, "Vengeance is Mine; I will repay," says the Lord. And again, "The LORD will judge His people."  31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 32 But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings: 33 partly while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while you became companions of those who were so treated; 34 for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven. 35 Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.”
5. QUESTIONS ABOUT WORK
A. Are you failing to use your abilities to help build up the local church?
a. YES

b. NO

B. Have you failed to speak to one who is lost in sin and in need of scriptural baptism?

a. YES

b. NO

C. Have you failed to speak to one who is in need of being restored?

a. YES

b. NO

D. Have you failed to withdraw yourself from brethren who are in sin and refuse to repent?

a. YES

b. NO

E. If your answer to nay of these questions is yes, please explain why you have not done your duty? 

6. BIBLE ANSWERS

A. Evangelism

a. MARK 16:15 – “And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”
b. ACTS 8:4 – “Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.”
B. Edification

a. EPH. 4:16 – “from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.”
C. Restore Erring

a. GAL. 6:1 – “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.”
b. JAMES 5:19-20 – “Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.”
D. Discipline

a. 1 COR. 5:11 – “But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner--not even to eat with such a person.”
b. 2 THESS. 3:6 – “But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us.”
c. 2 THESS. 3:14-15 – “And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.”
CONCLUSION – How did you do on the examination?  Consider your answers - Do any of them need correcting?  If so then make the necessary corrections.
You can correct an answer on a page relatively easily but it the most important thing is that you correct your life!

If you do not make the corrections now you may want to defend yourself on the day of judgment – MATT. 7:21-23 – “Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!”
CORRECT YOUR LIFE NOW!!

