INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO TRAVEL
1 PETER 1:1, 13-17
INTRODUCTION – This epistle is sent to the strangers (sojourners, pilgrims) Vines defines pilgrim for us as an adjective signifying "sojourning in a strange place, away from one's own people" it is used of OT saints, HEB 11:9-13, "pilgrims" the word is thus used metaphorically of those to whom Heaven is their own country, and who are sojourners on earth.
The idea is well expressed in the songs we sing:

This world is not my home I’m just a passing thru, my treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue.  The angels beckon me from heavens open door, and I can’t feel at home in this world anymore.
After Peter introduces the idea of pilgrims he spends some time talking about the hope Christians have – 1 PET. 1:3-12.  

Peter then turns his attention to how Christians ought to travel as we sojourn thru this life.

PETER’S TRAVEL INSTRUCTIONS:
I. GIRD UP THE LOINS OF YOUR MIND – 1 PET. 1:13
A. EX. 12:11 – This statement by Paul no doubt refers to the custom of the Israelites as they girded up the long flowing outer garments in making ready to travel as they did in preparing to flee from Egypt after the observance of the Passover.  Why did they gird up their garments so they would not stumble and why do we need to gird up the loins of our mind is it not for the very same reason so we will not stumble.

B. PHIL. 4:8 – Christians are to gather up everything over which we might stumble – improper thoughts, illegal feelings, forbidden activities.  Paul says we would be wise to think on these things.

II. BE SOBER – 1 PET. 1:13 – This journey is a serious one, it is not just a sight seeing trip

A. 1 COR. 9:25 – Paul said we must be temperate or exercise self control if we want to compete for the prize. 
B. 2 PET. 1:5-6 – Peter instructs us as Christians to add to our faith - self control.  The destination is so important that we dare not be frivolous.

C. 1 PET. 5:8- Be sober because we have an adversary

III. HOPE TO THE END – 1 PET. 1:13 - The believer has hope.
A. 1 PET. 1:3-5 – We have the hope of heaven. 

B. 1 JN. 3:1-3 – If we hope to see Jesus one day we must live a life of purity.

C. HEB. 3:6 - This hope must be maintained to the end
IV. AS OBEDIENT CHILDREN – 1 PET. 1:14 – We travel on this journey as obedient children. On a journey children do not determine the route or set the rules the same is true with us as the children of God.
A. 1 PET. 1:22-23 – This reminds us of how we become a child of God.

B. LUKE 6:46 – A child of God must remain faithful.

C. MATT. 7:21 – Not everyone who calls me Lord. Lord shall enter the Kingdom of heaven.  Are we obedient children?

V. HOLINESS – 1 PET. 1:15 – This journey is to be made in holiness.  In order to be holy we cannot fashion our selves according to the world.
A. 1 PET. 2:11-12 – Holiness distinguishes us from the world.
B. TITUS 2:11-14 – Peculiar people zealous of good works.

C. HEB. 12:14 – If we do not possess holiness we will not see God.

VI. FEAR – 1 PET. 1:17 – The word fear is used several different ways in the Bible it sometimes means reverence or awe, it also means timidity, but in this instance it means to be terrified.
A. MATT. 27:54 – The soldiers were terrified (fearful) because they had crucified the Son of God.

B. PHIL. 2:12 – As we travel thru life we are to travel carefully with the fear of displeasing God.  Fear is still a great motivator.
C. MATT. 10:28 – Fear will cause us to remember just what we stand to lose our soul.

CONCLUSION – 

What kind of traveler are you?

Do not get stuck in the mud and mire of sin!!!

Travel thru this life with Jesus as your companion. 
