SPIRITUAL GROWTH
1 PETER 2:1-3
INTRODUCTION – As Christians we are commanded to grow.  In view of the fact we have had our souls purified by obeying the truth and being born again by the word of God – 1 PET. 1:22-23 - we are now the children of God and he wants to see his children grow just as parents desire to see their infant grow – 2 PET. 3:18
In order for us to grow spiritually we must change our appetite.  We must first lay aside the old appetites and then develop a new spiritually guided appetite.  The purpose of this lesson is to learn the things we must lay aside and the things we must take up in order to have the spiritual appetite God would desire of us so we can grow properly in a spiritual sense.
SPIRITUAL GROWTH:

I. THINGS TO PUT AWAY OR LAY ASIDE – 

A. MALICE – Defined as - ill will, desire to injure, badness in quality depravity, wickedness, evil
1. COL. 3:5-11 – Paul instructs the brethren at Colossae to put off malice along with a number of other things since they are now Christians.
2. TITUS 3:3-5 – Paul said they once lived that way but not any longer.

3. EPH. 4:31-32 – Put away this ill will, desire to injure others, this wickedness and put on forgiveness.
B. GUILE – DECEIT – Defined as a bait, a snare, craftiness, deceit.
1. PSA, 32:2 – If we desire to be blessed of God we must eliminate a spirit of guile and deceit in our lives.

2. 1 PET. 2:21-22 – The example we have in Jesus even though he was being punished unjustly he did not respond with guile.

3. 1 PET. 3:10 – Advise of Peter if we want to love life and see good days.

C. HYPOCRISY – Denotes a reply or answer and comes from the idea of play acting.  The Christian is to be real and genuine.  There is no place for pretense in the life of a Christian.
1. MATT. 23:1-3 – An example of hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees.

2. ROM. 12:9 – Paul instructs the brethren at Rome to love without hypocrisy.

3. JAMES 3:17 – The wisdom from above is without partiality and hypocrisy

D. ENVY – Defined as the feeling of displeasure produced by witnessing or hearing of the advantage or prosperity of others
1. PROV. 14:30 – Envy is a destructive force.
2. MATT. 27:15-18 – Envy crucified Christ

3. 1 COR. 13:4 – Envy is contrary to the law of love – I.E. – Joseph’s brothers sold him into Egyptian bondage.  GEN. 37:5-11
E. EVIL SPEAKING – SLANDER – Defined as defamation, back biting, accusing falsely.
1. PROV. 10:18 – To speak in such a way is to act foolishly.
2. EPH. 4:30-31 – Slander or evil speaking must be put away from Christians.

II. THINGS NECESSARY FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH – 

A. DESIRE FOR THE WORD OF GOD – 

1. MATT. 4:4– Desire for the word of God. Every word!!!
2. EPH. 4:15 – Truth is essential for growth.  Without truth there can be no spiritual development. 

3. 2 THESS. 1:3 – If we are partaking of the pure milk of the word of God – the truth we will grow nothing can stop us!!! 

4. 2 TIM. 2:15 – We must give diligence to grow – study.

5. HEB. 5:12 – We must have the proper amount of food in regular intervals so spiritual growth will take place.

B. EXERCISE IS NEEDED FOR GROWTH – 
1. 1 COR. 15:58 – Always abounding in the work of the Lord.

2. 2 TIM. 2:2 – Our growth needs to reach a point where it is able to teach others
C. MUST HAVE PROTECTION – 
1. 1 PET. 5:5-6 – We need humility to protect us from self.  Just as babies need to be clothed we need to be clothed in humility in order to grow and serve God effectively.

2. COL. 3:10-14 – Protection from others 
3. EPH. 6:10-13 – Protection from Satan.

4. JAMES 1:12, 21- Protection from sin. Remember Jesus is the great physician he can protect us from the dreaded disease of sin.  Are you protected?
CONCLUSION – 
Are you growing as a Christian?

Have you put away and laid aside the things that could inhibit your spiritual growth?

Have you added the things necessary for your spiritual growth?
