SERVING GOD

HEBREWS 12:28-29 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We are to serve God with reverence (respect) and godly fear.  If we truly respect God we will then serve him as he directs us not in a way we think he would be pleased.  In this day and time many have confused the important and constant truth that God is the one we are to serve and please.  Oftentimes our service to God revolves around what we think would please him and not what we have been instructed from his holy word.  

We need to understand that serving God is the greatest honor, privilege, challenge, and accomplishment man can undertake – MATT. 4:10. We must also understand the importance of having the right attitude toward serving God – 1 COR. 13:1-3 – Our service to God is worthless without love.  What is our motivation for our service to God?

SERVING GOD:

1. UNACCEPTABLE W/O TRUTH – One way we serve God is thru worshipping him.

a. JN. 4:23-24 – Notice Jesus distinguishes between a worshipper and a true worshipper by inference.

b. 2 THESS. 2:13-15 – We must believe the truth where is it revealed? In the gospel.  So in order to serve God acceptably we must stand fast in the things we have been taught thru the gospel.

c. MATT. 15:8-9 – Why was there service to God unacceptable?  Why was their worship vain?  It was not according to truth.

d. 1 JN. 4:1-6 – We must be sure that our service is offered in the spirit of truth.  Note we can offer our service in the spirit of error.  We must learn the truth, have it and teach it.

2. IMPOSSIBLE W/O ZEAL – Many prefer to be lukewarm as Christians.

a. REV. 3:14-19 – Christ said if you are lukewarm I will spit you out.

b. REV. 3:1-6 – Our zeal and our deeds must be complete in the Lord.

c. 1 THESS. 1:1-10 – These Christians at the church in Thessalonica were zealous in their service to God.

d. COL. 4:12-13 – Epaphras had a great zeal for the brethren

e. TITUS 2:14 – We must be a peculiar people as Christians in that we are zealous of good works.

3. DEMANDS BROTHERLY LOVE – This is required if our service to God is to be acceptable.

a. ROM. 12:10-15 – We must have brotherly love for one another.  How is it expressed?   Distribute to the saints, extend hospitality, rejoice and weep.

b. GAL. 5:13-15 - We need to extend brotherly love not devour one another.

c. ROM. 14:14-16 – Do not destroy my brother over matters of opinion – show brotherly love toward him.  It is not sinful in and of itself only sinful if you violate your conscience.

d. 1 COR. 8:9-12 – Do not destroy thy weaker brother for whom Christ died, but rather show brotherly love.

4. MUST BE TRANSFORMED NOT CONFORMED – 

a. ROM. 12:1-2 – If we are to serve God acceptably we must not conform to the world.

b. EPH. 4:22-32 – We must put off the old man and put on the new.  We must not think, act, talk, or dress like the world.

c. ROM. 8:6 – To be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

d. EPH. 5:1-11 – We were in darkness but now we are light and we must walk as children of light.

CONCLUSION – If we truly want to be great in our service God then we will serve others – MATT. 23:11-12 – In order to live a life of service to God we must be humble, and we must demonstrate integrity – PSA. 26:1-8.  Are you serving God in an acceptable way if not start today.

