7 CHURCHES OF ASIA

REVELATION CHAPTERS 2-3

INTRODUCTION – The book of Revelation was written by the Apostle John who at that time was exiled to the isle of Patmos – REV. 1:9 – “I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 

This book of prophecy was written to the 7 churches in Asia – REV. 1:11 – “saying, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last," and, "What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.".   These churches of Asia were identified by location in chapters 2-3.  Each church had a letter addressed to that specific local church so we can correctly conclude that chapters 2-3 related to the then current conditions which existed in the 7 churches.  We also want to notice the letters were addressed separately not to a headquarters.  This lesson is a summary of the condition that Christ finds in these 7 churches – REV. 1:13 – “and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band.”
It is also important that we point out that the descriptions given of these 7 churches can still be found in congregations today with varied combinations and degrees.  We will look at the main lesson from each account of each local church in our study today.
1. EPHESUS – LOVE AND HATE 

A. REV. 2:1-7 – Their problem was they had left their first love.

B. MATT. 22:37 – Love God with all their heart, soul and mind.

C. PSA. 119:97 – We should love God’s law supremely - “Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.”  
D. 1 JN. 3:14-16 – We should love our brethren fervently – “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”
E. ROM. 5:8-10 – We must love the souls of men and be able to teach them because God loves us - “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”    

F. MATT. 16:24-26 – “Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 25 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 26 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  

G. REV. 2:2,6 – They were commended for hating the deeds of the Nicolations – They hated the sin and yet loved the victim of sin.
2. SMYRNA – FAITH AND TRIALS
A. REV. 2:8-11 – Jesus only had compliments and exhortation for this church.  He said they were rich.  Jesus promised them great reward for their faithful work.

B. 2 THESS. 1:3-5 – They were going to have great tribulations. “We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other, 4 so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure, 5 which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer;”  
C. JAMES 1:2-4 – We need to learn from these brethren the proper attitude toward tribulations – “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”  
3. PERGAMOS – IDOLS AND MORALS
A. REV. 2:12-17 – PROBLEM – Christ informs them they should not have gotten to the point of compromise where they would eat meats offered to idols and commit fornication with the priestesses of the temple of the idols.  Their morals were declining because their loyalty to god had declined.

B. 2 PET. 2:10-15 – “and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, 11 whereas angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them before the Lord. 12 But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption, 13 and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they feast with you, 14 having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, beguiling unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children. 15 They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;”   God here describes those who like Balaam loved the wages of unrighteousness. We  must understand  that compromise will cost us our soul!!!

4. THYTIRA – CONDONE AND ALLOW
A. REV. 2:18-29 – PROBLEM – These brethren were tolerating and allowing gross immorality and idolatry while refusing to exercise correction to the guilty.  Those who would allow such in the local church and not take corrective measures would be guilty of sin.

B. 1 COR. 5:1-13 – Read - God warns these Corinthians of the danger if they refuse to deliver such a one to Satan

5. SARDIS – LIVING OR DEAD?
A. REV. 3:1-6 – COMMENDATION –They had a few brethren who were working and loved purity and Christ said they would walk with him in robes of white.

B. 1 COR. 15:58 – Our labor in the Lord is never in vain.  PROBLEM – the church had a great reputation that it was alive, but Jesus said it was DEAD!
C. JAMES 2:14-20 – Jesus teaches that faith is dead if works are not manifested with it – “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe--and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?”

D. HEB. 6:9-12 – God here talks about things that accompany salvation – Works of faith and labor of love – “But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner. 10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”  What about this church?  What are we doing?
6. PHILADELPHIA – OPEN OR SHUT
A. REV. 3:7-14 – COMMENDATION – Christ compliments them.  Jesus has given this church with little strength great opportunities to spread the gospel of Christ throughout the world.   They were taking advantage of their opportunities.  How about us?
B. JOHN 4:35-38 – “Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! 36 And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. 37 For in this the saying is true: 'One sows and another reaps.' 38 "I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors." 

C. GAL. 6:7-9 – We will only reap what we sow the question is what are we sowing?  “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.”  Are we using God’s golden opportunities?

7. LAODICEA – COLD OR HOT
A. REV. 3:14-22 – PROBLEM – Indifference and lukewarm.   God said that he would that these particular Christians be either cold or hot, but since they are lukewarm he will spew them out of his mouth.  They literally make God sick at his stomach.

B. 2 COR. 9:7-8 – God wants us to abound  “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.”  
CONCLUSION – What kind of church are we?  How would Christ describe us?

