SEVEN THINGS NECESSARY FOR A STRONG CHURCH

EPH. 6:10-11 

TEXT

INTRODUCTION 

1. God wants us to be strong in Him.  The only way for the church to be strong is for Christians to be strong.

2. The word “church” is used in two senses.

a. Universal sense – MATT. 16:18 – In this sense the church includes all

Christians – EPH. 5:23
b. Local sense –  1 COR. 1:1-2 – church at Corinth, REV.1:4 – In chapters 2-3 of Revelation these local churches are named.

1) Ephesus

2) Smyrna 

3) Pergamos

4) Thyatira

5) Sardis

6) Philadelphia

7) Laodiceans

      All these local churches had strengths and weaknesses.  We want to be viewed as strong, but by God.

      3.
     World uses false standards to determine strength

a. Popularity– LUKE 6:26; ACTS 7:51-52
b. Huge numbers – MATT. 7:13-14
c. Elegant buildings – LUKE 12:15
d. Visible and impressive program of work – to men – REV. 3:1
e. Wealthy members – REV. 3:17
In this lesson we will ask some important questions; 

What makes a church strong?  

What gives it power and influence for good in the community and

beyond?  

What gives it magnetism and drawing power?

The first thing necessary for a church to be strong is:

1. KNOWLEDGE -  to give it direction –

A. We must be willing to do God’s will – MATT. 7:21, HEB. 5:8-9
1) We can’t obey His will if we do not know it – EZRA 7:10 –

Preparation must be involved 

                                 2)         ROM. 10:13-15,17 – Teachers –preachers

B. Why is knowledge so important ? – HOS. 4:6
1) 2 TIM.2:15 – Study – How? 

2) EPH. 3:3-4 – Read so we can understand

2. ZEAL – to give it life

A. Christ wants us to be a zealous people – TITUS 2:14, 3:1,8
B. Zeal and knowledge go hand in hand – ROM. 10:1-3
1) Zeal means to have a passion for, to boil, to be on fire

2) Example of  controlled and uncontrolled fire – zeal

3) Zeal must be controlled by knowledge and good works of God

3. LOYALTY – to give it stability

A. Loyalty to Christ – COL. 3:17
B. Loyalty involves submission – I.E – Boss – 1 COR.11:3, COL. 1:18
C. Loyalty to truth – JN.8:32, 2 JN 9, ACTS 15:1-2
D. Loyalty to local church – 1 COR. 16:1-2 – Its worship and work by giving properly

4. UNITY – to give it power

A. Importance of unity – JN. 17:20-21 – It causes the world to believe

1) Attitude must be right – 1 COR. 1:10
2) We must use the same rule – PHIL.3:16
3) Unity is something we must endeavor to keep – EPH. 4:1-3
a. unity in doctrine

b. unity in matters of expediency

5. LOVE – to give it feeling

A. Without love we are lost – 1 COR.12:31 – 13:7
B. We must love our brethren – JN. 13:34-35 – This is proof to all men

6. PURITY – to give it beauty.

A. Purity can only be attained by following God’s word – TITUS 2:10-14
B. Influence is either positive or negative – 1 COR. 5:1-2
1) Lack of purity can effect every member of the church –

1 COR. 5:6

2) But a positive influence can effect every member of society – 

MATT. 5:14-16

7. PRAYER – to keep it Holy and consecrated to God

A. Prayer – the only aspect of worship we are instructed to perform w/o 

Ceasing – 1 THESS. 5:17
B. We need to pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ – EPH. 6:18-19
C. 1 TIM. 2:1-3,8 – Pray for those in authority

D. Be persistent in your prayers – LUKE 18:1-7
E. Approach God with confidence – HEB. 4:16
F. The prayers of the righteous avail much – JAMES 5:16
CONCLUSION -   

What type of church do I want this church to be? 

What type of Christian am I? 

If you are not a Christian, you can become one today by HBRCB, and the Lord will add you to the church – ACTS 2 :47 

