SEVEN THINGS WE MUST NOT LOVE

COLOSSIANS 3:1-4 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Paul by inspiration clearly instructs us that we are to set our affections on things above.  This is comparable to the command of Christ – MATT. 22:37 – If we truly love God supremely our affection will be placed on things that are eternal in nature.  How do we outwardly show we love God – not by giving him a hug but by obedience – 1 JN. 5:1-3 – We must obey his commandments; this proves our love for God is true.

Did you know that God instructs us in his word that there are some things we cannot love and be pleasing to him?

SEVEN THING WE CANNOT LOVE – 

1. PREEMINENCE – 

a. COL. 1:18 – Christ is the one who has this position not us, but yet there are many who do not give Christ the position he so clearly deserves.

b. 2 JN. 9 – If Christ is the preeminent one then we should follow his teachings.  To fail to do so is to have not God.

c. 3 JN. 8-10 – Here is the example of Diotrephes who loved to have the preeminence.

d. 1 PET. 5:1-4 – Are elders always content to give the preeminence to Christ?  No, they are not just satisfied feeding their own flock they want to fed other flocks also, and then there are Christians who give the elders preeminence over Christ and do not make them remain subject to he chief shepherd. Well, after all the elders said we need to engage in this work so it must be all right if the elders said so.

2. OURSELVES – 

a. 2 TIM. 3:1-5 – Paul warned that men who loved themselves would only have a form of godliness.

b. LUKE 9:23 – We must deny ourselves or our will in order to do the will of the heavenly Father.

3. PRAISES OF MEN – 

a. GAL. 1:10 - Do we seek to please men or God?  If we seek to please men we cannot be the servants of Christ.

b. JN. 12:41-43 – Example of those who wanted the praise of men more than the praise of God.

c. MATT. 6:1-8 – Jesus tells us to not be like those who prayed to be seen of men.

4. LOVE OF MONEY – 

a. 1 TIM. 6:9-12 – The “love” of money is the root of all kinds of evil.

b. ACTS 8:18-24 – Peter told Simon, “thy money perish with thee.”

c. MATT. 28:11-15 – Money can be a great source of temptation.

d. MATT. 26:14-16 – Judas did not love Christ supremely rather he loved money and look at the ruin it made of his life.

5. DARKNESS – 

a. JN. 3:16-21 - We should want to come to the light.

b. JN. 8:12 – If we are following Christ we should not want to walk in darkness.

c. 1 PET. 4:1-3 – When we obey Christ we stop loving darkness.

6. THE WORLD – 

a. MATT. 13:22 – Notice what Jesus said chokes the word.

b. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – We need to heed the words of Christ.

c. MARK 8:36-37 – Is the world and all it has to offer worth exchanging our soul?

7. PLEASURES OF SIN – 

a. GAL. 5:16-24 – If we are in Christ then we must crucify the lust of the flesh.

b. HEB. 11:24-26 – Moses forsook the pleasures of sin.

CONCLUSION – What should we love?  God, his word, his Son, and we can porve our love for him by obeying him today.  HEB. 5:8-9 – He is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him.

