SIMPLE CHOICES OF LIFE

ROMANS 6:16-18 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – ROM. 6:16-18 - Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.
Our text show us without a doubt that we are creatures of choice.  God gave us autonomy to make our decisions in life even if they do not please him.  In our study today we will consider some simple choices we all must make.  Everyone makes these choices and no one can escape this life without making them as they are unavoidable.

SIMPLE CHOICES OF LIFE – 

1. GOD OR DEVIL
A. JOSHUA 24:15 – Joshua makes his choice clear – Individual decision - God - And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."
B. JN. 8:44 – We can choose the devil - You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.  If you fail to choose God look who you have chosen one who is a murderer and liar.

2. CHRIST OR SELF
A. ACTS 2:36-37 – What will you do with Christ? "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?"
B. LUKE 9:23 – If you reject Jesus then you are choosing to serve self – Jesus teaches us to deny self. Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.
3. TRUTH OR ERROR
A. JN. 8:31-32 – Truth - If we choose to continue in his word then we will know the truth and it alone can set us free.  Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
B. MATT. 15:8-9 – Error – We err when we follow after men instead of Christ and his revealed truth. These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.
4. RIGHT OR WRONG – 

A. ACTS 8:18-24 – We can always be right with God if we are willing to repent.  If we recognize we are wrong we need to have a change of heart and repent -  And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 19 saying, "Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 20 But Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money! 21 You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God. 22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity." 24 Then Simon answered and said, "Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the things which you have spoken may come upon me."
B. 3 JN. 9-11 – It is wrong to seek a place of preeminence above Christ and his church - I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, does not receive us. 10 Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he does, prating against us with malicious words. And not content with that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids those who wish to, putting them out of the church. 11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who does good is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God.
5. LIGHT OR DARKNESS – 
A. EPH. 5:8-11 – God wants us to choose to walk in the light - For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.

B. JN. 3:19 - Our other choice is darkness or evil - And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 

6. NARROW OR BROAD WAY – 

A. MATT. 7:13-14 – The narrow way is difficult but the reward is great. Most people do not choose the narrow way. "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.
B. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – The broad way is the way of the world which means you can fulfill the lust of your flesh.  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 
7. GOSPEL OR CREEDS – 

A. ROM. 1:16 – Only the pure unadulterated gospel of Christ can save us - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
B.  2 JN. 9 – If we add to or take away from the gospel the consequences are severe. Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son
8. CHURCH OR DIVISIONS – 

A. ROM. 16:16 – We can choose the church Christ promised to build - Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ greet you.
B. ROM. 16:17-18 – We could also choose the divisions caused by men - 17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. 18 For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple
9. CHRISTIAN OR SINNER – 

A. ACTS 26:28 – Agrippa almost choose to be a Christian. Paul almost persuaded Agrippa to become a Christian – “Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”
B. 1 TIM. 1:15-16 – If we do not choose to become a Christian then we are choosing to remain in sin and we will be lost - This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.
CONCLUSION – 
The right of choice is yours or mine.  The choice boils down to one life to give or one life to live.  The world wants to cut deals with God remember the old TV show – “Let’s Make a Deal” There are no deals to be made with God only simple choices.

MATT. 6:24 - No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 
Which choice will we make heaven or hell?
Heaven is described as wonderful – REV. 21:1-7 - Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away." 5 Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new." And He said to me, "Write, for these words are true and faithful." 6 And He said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 
Hell is a horrible place – REV. 21:8 - But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."
