SIN IS PERSONAL

LUKE 15:11-32 (TEXT)

INTRODUCTION – To come to the recognition that we have sinned requires an inward look and examination of our lives.  Sometimes we are just as the young man in our text and do not choose to reflect on the sin in our life until we hit rock bottom.  It is very easy for us to see the sin in the lives of others and the problems they have in overcoming this sin in their life.  We stand ready to condemn them without a second thought about our actions and never stopping to reflect or take a look at the life we are living.  Christ instructs us to take an inward look before condemning others – MATT. 7:1-5 

1. PERSONAL RECOGNITION –  vs. 14-17
A. We need to recognize sin in our life – 2 SAM. 12:1-9 – David had to be

confronted about his sin to recognize it. 

B. From that point on David  recognized his sins and did something about

them – PSA. 51:1-4 – From  that time on he was honest with himself and God.

C. We have to be careful that we do not get caught up with the attitude that

yea, I know that all have sinned – ROM. 3:23 and yea, sin is the transgression of the law – 1 JN. 3:4 – But all that does not really apply to me, after all I am a pretty good guy. 

D. 1 JN. 1:8-10 – God commands Christians who would desire to have

fellowship with God to be upright and honest with God.  Let’s not deceive

ourselves but rather be willing to admit we sin.

2. PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY -  vs. 18
A. I choose to sin – no one makes me sin – JAMES 1:13-15 – I sin when I allow myself to be carried away by my own lust.  We often blame God but he is not the problem – 1 COR. 10:12-13 – God is faithful to always provide a way of escape. 

B. David took full responsibility for his sin as did the young man in our text – PSA. 38:15-18
C. Paul realized he was responsible for his sins – 1 COR. 9:27
D. The tongue can be a problem for many of us – JAMES 1:26, JAMES 3:1-9 – I.E. – JOB 27:1-6 – Job realized that the job of exercising control over the tongue was a personal task.  He could curse God and blame him for his problems and he would not gain anything by so doing, but rather he would lose his integrity.  God viewed David as a man of integrity – 1 KINGS 9:4-5 – You might ask how could this be?

3. PERSONAL ACCOUNTABILITY –  vs.18-19
A. Sin is personal in the sense that we will be held accountable for sin in our life PSA. 25:11,18 – David realized his accountability to God for his sins as did the young man of our text.  He pleaded earnestly unto the Lord, admitting his sins and taking heed that God would hold him accountable for his actions.

B. GEN. 3:6-12– Adam did not want to be held accountable for his own sin.  He passed the buck thinking God would accept his blaming Eve and that he would not be held accountable for his sinning.  God surprised him and held them both accountable – GEN. 3:16-19
C. 2 COR. 5:10 – We should not be surprised today that God will hold us accountable in judgment.

D. Individual accountability – ROM. 14:10-13 – Every person will answer personally to God and will be held accountable for his or her transgressions.  There will be no one there at judgment to blame, accept yourself.

4. PERSONAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT - vs. 21
A. Acknowledge our sins to the source that forgives – PSA. 32:1-5 – David was  wise and obedient enough, fearing and respecting God that he acknowledged (confessed) his sins unto Him.

B. David like the young man was forgiven because he acknowledged humility – going to the throne of mercy and grace – That is what we must do also – 1 JN. 1:9-10 – If we confess he is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

C. JAMES 4:6-10 – We must humble ourself in the sight of the Lord

D. We will be miserable until we do this – PSA. 38:1-6 – Note David’s state of mind until he 

1) Recognized his sins

2) Took responsibility for his sins

3) Realized his accountability unto God which prompted his

4) Acknowledgment of his sins to God thus seeking his forgiveness

CONCLUSION – After the burden of David’s sin was removed from his shoulders he could once more enjoy life and find real joy in serving God.  There are many unhappy Christians in the world today because they are bearing the weight of unforgiven sin – PROV. 28:13-14.  If you are an erring child of God  follow the advise of Peter – 1 PET. 5:6-7 and follow the example of Simon the sorceror – ACTS 8:22-24
