SINGING PRAISES TO GOD 

EPHESIANS 5:19- TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Singing praises unto God is an important part of our worship - EPH. 5:19 - speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,  It is thru the singing of songs that we are able to teach and admonish one another – COL. 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
Singing is important because it is a part of the pattern of worship revealed for God’s people today.  

SINGING PRAISES TO GOD:

I. AUTHORIZED – 
A. COL. 3:17 – All worship we render to God must be done by the authority of Jesus Christ.  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. If we have no authority then we attempt to worship thru our own wisdom and our worship becomes vain.
B. Passages  in the NT that Authorize singing – 

a. MATT. 26:30 - And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives
b. ACTS 16:25 - But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 

c. ROM. 15:9 - and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written:"For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name."  

d. 1 COR. 14:15 - What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding.
e. EPH. 5:19 - speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord
f. COL. 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
g. HEB. 2:12 - saying: "I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You."  

h. HEB. 13:15 - Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.
i. JAMES 5:13 - Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms.
II. UNDERSTANDING – 

A. 1 COR. 14:15 – Do you sing with the understanding? Do you reflect on the words you are singing? Are these words heartfelt?
B. LEV. 10:1-2 – Nadab and Abihu offered strange fire in worship to God and they were destroyed.  They did not have authority for their actions.  They did not understand that this simple deviation from truth would cost them their lives.  So if God tells us to sing with the understanding and we just shrug it off our souls are in jeopardy.

C. PSA. 119:97-104 – We get understanding thru the precepts of God and meditating upon the teachings of his word.

III. HONORING – 

A. PSA. 66:1-2 – Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth! 2 Sing out the honor of His name; Make His praise glorious. We sing to give glory and honor to God.  Your singing reflects how you feel about your service to God.  Singing honors God’s choice since he authorized vocal music.
B. ROM. 15:5-9 – We must glorify God for his abundant mercy and salvation.  We must not sing like we are dead or dying inside but that we are living in Christ and enjoying all the spiritual blessings that he makes available for us thru his grace and mercy and love.
IV. REJOICING – 

A. JAMES 5:13 - Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms.  Singing should be some of the most joyful and happy moments in life.

B. ACTS 16:25 – The joy Paul and Silas had in serving Christ could not be contained even though they were in a jail in Philippi.  The merry and happy heart will burst forth in singing and praise. But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 

C. PSA. 27:6 – We offer sacrifices of praise to God - And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me; Therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the LORD. 

D. HEB. 13:15 – As we sing we offer up our sacrifice of praise - Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.
V. LIP – FRUIT – 

A. PSA. 71:23 – What type fruit comes off our lips? Is it just lip service we give to God? My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing to You, And my soul, which You have redeemed. 
B. ROM. 6:19 – We need to use our tongue as a member of righteousness and this is done when we sing as instructed by God - I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness.
C. MATT. 15:8-9 – These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.' " Our worship is in vain if we do not offer it sincerely from the heart.  We must be careful to worship God in spirit and truth. Are we guilty of just giving God lip service when it comes to our singing?

D. HEB. 13:15 - Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. During the worship service is not the only time when we can praise God.  Let us praise God continually.

CONCLUSION – 

Our singing can only be graceful when we allow the word of God to dwell in our hearts COL. 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
If we engage in singing these spiritual songs without living daily according to the word of God then we are singing lies to God.  
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