SIN’S DOMINION
ROMANS 6:13-18 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The definition of sin from the Greek word “amartia” means to miss the mark.  This is how the word is used in 1 JN. 3:4 – “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law; for sin is the transgression of the law.” Paul told the brethren in Rome – ROM. 5:1-2 – That we are justified by faith, and by our faith we can access to God’s grace.  How this takes place Paul explains in ROM. 6:1-4 – Here Paul tells us how to become dead to sin, by being baptized into Christ death.  If we are baptized into Christ and the merits of his death we receive the forgiveness of our sins according to Peter – ACTS 2:36-38 – “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God hath made that same Jesus whom ye crucified both Lord and Christ.  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart and said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?  Then Peter said unto them repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission (forgiveness) of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”  Notice what they did when they realized they were under the dominion of sin – they received the forgiveness of their sins – ACTS 2:41 – “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized and there were added unto them that day about 3000 souls”.

You see sin does not have to have dominion over us. It does not have to dominate us!  What we want to consider in our lesson today is how sin comes to have dominion over us or how is it that sin seems to dominate us?

SIN HAS DOMINION OVER US BECAUSE OF :

1. PRESUMPTION – 

a. PSA. 19:7-14 – Sin can have dominion over us through presumptuousness, which can best be described or defined as “helping God”

b. Singing praise unto God

i. MATT. 26:30 – “When they had sung a hymn they went out into the Mount of Olives.”
ii. ACTS 16:25 – “And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises unto God; and the prisoners heard them.”
iii. 1 COR. 14:15 – “What is it then?  I will pray with the spirit , and I will pray with the understanding also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the understanding also.”
iv. EPH. 5:19 – “Speaking to yourselves in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;” 
v. COL. 3:16 – “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”
vi. HEB. 2:12 – “Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.       

vii. HEB. 13:15 – “By him let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.”
viii. JAMES 5:13 – “Is any among you afflicted?  Let him pray.  Is any merry? Let him sing psalms.
c. WE can clearly see from the scriptures that God only authorizes singing, but man decides he can help God out and improve the worship by using instruments – MATT. 15:7-9 – When we presume to worship God in a way that pleases us, we need to understand our worship becomes vain – empty, useless. Singing with instruments would be just as wrong as leaving out baptism by which we obtain the forgiveness of our sins.

2. DECEPTION – 

a. HEB. 3:12-13 – God says sin has dominion over us through deceit.  Our own heart can be hardened through deceitfulness

b. PROV. 20:1 – We can also see the result of being deceived about drinking – PROV. 23:29-35 – Think of all the homes in America that have been broken up by the deceitfulness of drinking alcohol – one drink want hurt, just having a little fun with the boys, can lead to addiction.

c. JAMES 1:26 – We say we are Christians but we use the gutter language of the world, and think nothing of it. – Christians must bridle our tongues or our religion is in vain. JAMES 3:8-10 – We need to be consistent in our use of the tongue.  I.E. – In one instant we invite someone to services and in the other instant we do not control our tongue.  We need to offer encouragement to one another not bite and devour one another – GAL. 5:14-15 
d. EPH. 5:1-3 – Paul said the solution is to walk in love and love as Christ hath loved us and we will not be deceived by sin.

3. CONCEPTION – 
a. JAMES 1:13-15 – When we allow any evil thought to dwell in our heart and mind long enough, we will commit the particular sin we conceive.  We will act upon it.
b. I.E. – Achan - JOSH. 6:18-19, 7:19-25 – Why did Achan commit this sin? He lusted after the riches of the enemy, he saw the availability or opportunity to take the spoils, and as a result he coveted after them and took the gold and silver.
c. I.E. -  Ananias and Sapphira – ACTS 5:1-10 – They conceived this deceitful lie in their heart and allowed it to blossom and bring forth sin. – I.E. – seed of a weed – Kill it when it is young and tender
d. ROM. 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” The wages of sin is death and it all begins with the deadly sting of sin – poisonous and will cuase us to lose our soul – REV. 21:7-8 – What do we have to overcome to inherit all things – SIN – Notice the end result of being under the dominion of sin.
4. DERELICTION – 

a. JAMES 4:17 – “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not to him it is sin.”  Being derelict is simply neglecting to do what we know to be right or good.

b. HEB. 2:1 – “Therefore we ought to give the more ernest heed to things which we have heard lest at any time we should let them slip.” – God warns us because this is one of our greatest problems

c. 2 PET. 1:10-13 – The main reason we have so many luke-warm Christians in the church today is because of the dereliction of preachers.

d. LUKE 18:18-23 – Did the ruler understand what Jesus told him the good thing that he needed to do was?  YES!!!

e. Do we understand the need to restore and correct, not neglect the erring. – GAL. 6:1- “Brethren if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself lest thou also be tempted.”  

CONCLUSION – 

Do you know what is the good thing for you to do today?  Do not let this opportunity slip by to obey God.

If you are not a Christian you are under the dominion of sin, but we do not have to be the servant of sin unto death.  We can choose today to be servants of God and choose to follow righteousness.  Do not be derelict in your obedience to God.  We must understand that sin and its temporal pleasures are addictive if you are under the bondage and dominion of sin you can be free today.  Just as those in Acts asked Peter, “What shall we do?”  

We as Christians must also realize that sin is infectious and contagious, but God’s word has the cure for sins that would condemn our souls to hell.

