SITTING ON THE EDGE OF ETERNITY

JAMES 4:13-14 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We do not often think about the reality of eternity.  Instead we make our plans and go our own ways never thinking twice about the gift of life we have been given by God and its brevity.  The bible indeed reveals certain facts about eternity and that is our study for today.

ROM. 13:11 – “And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.”
MATT. 25:13 – “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.”
HEB. 9:27 – “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,”
When a person sees death coming and it is moments away what kind of thoughts do you think go through their minds?

Sometimes it is probably thoughts that have been neglected through out much of their lives.  I think we will agree that these type of questions are the most important question of life.

Just before death is when most people think about God, the judgment, and eternity!  When we consider the bible facts and the questions men ask we should live in such a way as to prepare for eternity.

I am going to use the illustration of 9/11 in our lesson today but in no way do I mean to be passing judgment on those passengers aboard those jets that fateful day.  Have you ever considered what they were thinking knowing that death was imminent?  Some saw their final opportunity to reconcile with god vanish like a vapor just as our text indicates.  Whatever eternity holds they all entered into that eternity on 9/11 – 2 COR. 5:10 – “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”
We do not know what each individual was thinking when it became apparent death was moments away but little did they know when they boarded those flights that day that they were sitting on the edge of eternity.
If you see death coming we tend at that point to cry out to God for help but in the few seconds before the plane goes down the thing you need and want most is time, because there is hardly enough time to express your needs to God and do what God would require of us.

Time is what you need – but the question is what would you do if you had the time?

What if time could be suspended and you were able to get things done that you needed to take care of - what would you do?
PERSPECTIVE OF A CHRISTIAN:
1. Time to Repent – 

a. Repent of things that I had tried to justify – Now I know they cannot be justified.

b. In repenting I might have to get rid of some things in my life – social drinking, pornography, gambling, smoking – Why because we want to stand before God as innocent as we can be.

c. There is nothing we can hide from God – HEB. 4:13 – “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”
2. Time to make things right with the church – 

a. If I have been guilty of open sin then I would need to deal with it in a way to show that I have repented – JAMES 5:16 – “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”
b. If I have left the Lord then I need to be restored – MATT. 18:15-17 – “Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.” 

c. Maybe you have been overtaken by sin - GAL. 6:1 – “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.”  
d. Do you want to stand before God with sin in your life? - 1 TIM 5:24 – “Some men's sins are clearly evident, preceding them to judgment, but those of some men follow later.” – If you have sin in your life repent of it today!

3. Time to reconcile with  brother – 

a. What kind of effort am I making to reconcile any differences with my brother?  MATT. 5:23-24 – “Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.”
4. Time to reconcile with my family – 

a. If I have not acted properly toward my mate or children I should want to do something about it.  COL. 3:18-21 – “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.”
5. My time should have been used to deal with these things  - 

a. I should have listened to Jesus warnings about eternity – MARK 13:35-37 “Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming--in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning-- lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!" 

PERSPECTIVE OF ONE WHO IS NOT A CHRISTIAN:
1. Be willing to follow clear bible teaching – 

a. The bible teaches to be a Christian is to be – In Christ – ACTS 4:12 – To be saved and added to his church– ACTS 2:47
b. The bible teaches to become a Christian one must – 

1.) Realize they are lost – sinner – ROM. 3:10, 23 – without hope – EPH. 2:12
2.) Hear the gospel – ROM. 10:17; ACTS 8:5-6, 12-13
3.) Believe – have faith in Christ - ROM. 10:17; ACTS 8:5-6, 12-13
4.) Repent – LUKE 13:3; ACTS 17:30-31
5.) Confess – Jesus Christ – MATT. 10:32-33, ROM. 10:9-10
6.) Baptized – Immersed in water for the forgiveness of our sins – MARK 16:16; ACTS 2:38
2. Excuses we offer – 

a. My family will not like it, but God will.

b. My friends will give me a hard time.

c. I am too busy to become a Christian.

d. The Bible is a hard book and I am still learning it.

e. The church is only after my money.

f. I cannot live the life of a Christian that God requires.

g. If I obey the gospel it will condemn my parents.

h. I do not have enough nice clothes to wear to services.

i. There are just too many hypocrites in the church.

j. I am just not ready yet but one day I will be.

k. WHEN I AM SECONDS FROM DEATH THERE ARE NO EXCUSES!!

CONCLUSION – When all the affairs of this life are said and done, for most people it is sad to say but there is more said than done.  Good intentions will not get us to heaven.  There must be action on our part – OBEDIENCE – MATT. 7:21-23 – “Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?'  "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!”
We do not know when we will die but we know the scenario we used to present this lesson is impossible – we cannot stop time – death cannot be put on hold – We do not know if we will have time to put our lives in order before death takes us.  that is why it is so important to be ready to die – HEB. 9:27 - Those who died on 9/11 were sitting on the edge of eternity, but they were only made aware of it moments before their death.  What we must understand is that we are sitting on that very same edge of eternity!!!  Are we ready to meet GOD???
