SOME SOBERING CERTAINTIES

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17

INTRODUCTION –

 We live in an age of change because of the technological advances that are being made each day – Windows 95,98, 2nd edition.  Constant change can cause uncertainty, because of uncertainty many do not know on whom they can depend or who to turn to. 


In our study on authority we learned we could always look to God and His word for answers to our questions.  Let’s turn to God’s book and see what He has to say – 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – It and it alone contains the inspired answers to what is certain in this life.


In our lesson today let’s look at some of those sobering certainties form God’s word.

1) God’s word tells us there is a certainty of our sins being exposed -
a. We have all sinned – ROM. 3:23 – All have sinned and fallen short…

b. There will be consequences for our sins – NUM. 32:23
c. Example of King David’s cover-up – 2 SAM. 12:1-10
d. Example in N.T. – ACTS 5:1-5 – Ananias and Sapphira

e. Even if we could cover-up our sins on earth, they will be found out in judgment – 2 COR. 5:10 – We might be able to deceive our friends, but not God – PSA. 69:5, also note HEB. 4:13
f. God in His supreme righteousness and justice has declared the wages of sin to be death – ROM. 6:23
g. Just as certainly as the wages of sin is death, there is also assurance that our sins can be forgiven – ISA. 1:18 – The question we must ask is how are they made as white as snow – again lets listen to God’s word – HEAR – ROM. 10:17
1. JN. 8:24 – Believe – 

2. ACTS 3:19 – Repent – 

3. ACTS 8:37 – Confess – 

4. ACTS 22:16 – Baptized – 

2) Earthly possessions are temporal -
a. Don’t fall into the snare of the devil in regards to our possessions – 1 TIM. 6:7-10 – Material blessings are given to us to use in this world – 

      stewardship

b. MK. 8:36-37 – Gain the world and lose your soul – The most valuable real estate available.


LUKE 12: 13-21 – We cannot take it with us – Heed the warning


MATT. 19:16-22 – The message for us today is to not let the things of his

      world to come between us and our service to God

c. Follow the instructions of Christ – MATT. 6:19-21
3) Another certainty of life is that one day we will die -  

a. HEB. 9:27 – It is appointed unto man once to die, and after that judgment 

death is no respecter of persons

b. ROM. 5:12 – Death is in the world because of sin

c. Death is gain for a Christian – PHIL. 1:21 – For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.

d. Victory in death is a certainty only for Christians – 1 COR. 15:55-57 –

e. For the Christian the best blessings in Christ are on the other side of death - JN. 5:28-29 

4) Just as sure as there is a certainty of death there is a certainty of judgment –
a. The day of judgment has been appointed by God – ACTS 17:30-31

b. All will be present to give an account – MATT. 25:31-32 – All nations

c. Each individual will give an account – ROM. 14:11-12
d. Settling our destiny now by the way we live each day, don’t wait until it is to late – MATT. 7:17-23
e. Great separation – reward or punishment – MATT. 25:32-41 – The Good Shepard will separate the sheep from the goats.

f. Righteousness will be rewarded – 2 TIM. 4:6-8, REV. 22:14
g. Wicked will be punished – MATT. 25:41-46, 2 THESS. 1:7-9
h. Torment will be forever – REV. 22:14
i. We should choose to live in such a way that we will certainly obtain the blessings of God – 2 PET. 3:13-14
CONCLUSION – 

These things we have discussed today are certain and sure to happen.  The question we want to pose is “Am I ready to meet my maker when I die?  Have I allowed Jesus to take care of the problem of sin I have in my life?  If not purpose today to live in such a way that we can know with certainty our relationship to God

