SOME THINGS WE MUST OPEN AND CLOSE TO PLEASE GOD
ROMANS 16:25-26 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – In order to render acceptable obedience to God and please him there are some things we must open and some things we must close in our lives. ROM. 16:25-26 - Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 26 but now has been made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures has been made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith--   God has given to mankind his word so all could render acceptable obedience by faith to God.  This requires total and complete surrender to our creator.  In order to do so there are some things I must open.

SOME THINGS WE MUST OPEN:
1. OPEN EYES – SIN
A.  ROM. 3:10-12 - As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one;  11 There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God.  12 They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one."  

B. ROM. 3:23 – “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”  that includes you and me
C. ROM. 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  I must open my eyes to my sinful condition or reap the wages of sin which is eternal destruction!

2. OPEN EARS – JESUS
A. MATT. 7:24-27 – Open our ears and be wise enough to build our lives on the words of Jesus - "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 Now everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall."
3. OPEN DOOR – HEART
A. REV. 3:19 – Christ will not barge into your life and force you to pursue salvation you must open the door because the door knob to your heart is on the inside.  When we render obedience to the plan of salvation we are opening wide the door to our heart.  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 
4. OPEN WILL – SURRENDER
A. REV. 22:17 – Unconditional surrender on your part is exactly what the Lord requires - And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. 
B. LUKE 9:23 – Self denial is mandatory - Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 

C. MATT. 7:21 – Only those who do the will of the father have surrendered - "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” 

5. OPEN BOOK – TRUTH
A. JN. 6:44-45 - No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught by God.' Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me.
B. JN. 6:66-68 – Jesus is the only one with the words of eternal life - From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. 67 Then Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you also want to go away?" 68 But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 

C. JN. 8:32 – No one can render acceptable obedience unto God without knowing the truth - And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

D. 1 TIM. 2:3-4 – Only the truth can save us from our sins - For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
E. ROM. 1:16-17 – the truth is the soul saving message of the gospel - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."  
6. OPEN EXAM – WHAT MUST I DO TO BE A CHRISTIAN?
A. ACTS 2:36-38 – What did they do in the first century?   "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
B. ACTS 2:41 -  Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 

C. ACTS 2:47 - praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 
D. JAMES 4:7-10 – Am I being a faithful Christian in all that I do? Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

E. 2 COR. 13:5 – Complete honesty is required - Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are disqualified. 
CONCLUSION – When I openly examine my life I must ask my self some important questions – 
1. Have I closed my eyes to sin? – 1 PET. 2:11 – We cannot allow sin to have dominion over us any longer - Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul
2. Have I closed my mind (thoughts) to the devil especially in regard to anger? – EPH. 4:26-27 - Be angry, and do not sin": do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 27 nor give place to the devil.
3. Have I closed my eyes to carnal things? ROM. 8:5-8 – Recipe for death -  For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God
4. Have I closed my ears to the lies of men? COL. 2:8 - Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.
5. Have I closed the door on my past life?  PHIL. 3:13-15 – Press toward the high mark - Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 

