SOUL WINNING – HEAR GOD’S WISDOM

COL. 1:9-11 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In the text of our lesson God’s desire for us to grow spiritually is evident.  God wants us to walk worthy of the Lord and to be fruitful as Christians in every good work.  Is there a better work we can engage in than personal evangelism?  We need to hear what God says about the important subject of soul winning.  These things are revealed to us through the Spirit in his word but we must hear - REV. 2:7 – He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.
7 Times in chapters 2-3 – of the book of Revelation – we are instructed to “HEAR”
PROV. 23:23 – “Buy the truth and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and understanding.”  We must not be like Judas who had the truth but sold it – Being a sellout cost him his soul.

We must listen to those things revealed by the Spirit – 1 COR. 2:9-13 - But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.  For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.  Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.

PROV. 10:16-17 - The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked to sin.  He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth.

2 TIM. 3:16-17 - All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
Let’s investigate what God’s word says about soul winning:

1. VISITATION – 

a. HEB. 2:6-10 – Christ visited us – Where would we be without if Christ did not care enough to visit us?  LOST
b. MATT. 9:10-13 – Jesus visited and ate with sinners in their homes.

c. 2 TIM. 1:6-10 – Are we ruled by the spirit of fear or spirit of love and the power of the gospel – Do we really understand the love of God for the sinner and the value of his soul!

d. How much do we love the sinner? – MATT. 22:37-40 – Love our neighbor as we love ourselves – I.E. – Visitation List – Local visitors – How many have you contacted?  How concerned are you about their soul?

2. VISUALIZATION – 

a. JN. 4:34-38 – The fields are white unto harvest

b. Do you ever visualize the countless number of people who you know who are lost?

c. 2 THESS. 1:7-9 – The judgment awaits those living in sin.  Can we picture the judgment scene for them and the horror of angels grasping them and casting them into the lake of fire and brimstone?

d. Do we even care? – 2 COR. 5:10-11 – Paul was concerned about the lost, concerned about the judgment and it motivated him to persuade men – How many souls have you tried to persuade lately? 

3. INTERPRETATION – 

a. 2 PET. 1:3-11 – Not just my interpretation God clearly states we must be fruitful. – Add to our faith – virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and charity – Christ did all these things perfectly.

b. PHIL. 1:27 – Every Christian should so live as becomes the gospel of Christ.  We must have a living working and active faith.  When people see you what do they think?  Here comes a person who puts God first.

c. Paul said Christ lives in him – GAL. 2:20 – If I live by faith in the Son of God then how important should the souls of others be.  

4. SANCTIFICATION – 

a. 2 TIM. 2:19-26 – What type of vessel are we?  Are we apt to teach?  

b. We must be a departer from evil and a “starter” of good works.  I.E. – starter problem on old cars – MATT. 7:21-23 – Applies to us as Christians – Are we doing the will of the Father in heaven?  Does he want us to teach the lost?

c. Does Christ love the church? – EPH. 5:25-27 – YES, it is the body of those sanctified and cleansed by the washing of water and the word.

d. EPH. 2:8-10 – No greater good work than to be a soul winner for Jesus – If we are not then the church will not grow.  It is not our mission to wait for people to move in who are Christians, our mission is to teach the lost in this community.

e. 1 PET. 1:15 – We are to be holy? HOW?  No better way than to be a soul winner – 1 PET. 2:9-12 – Are people beholding our good works?  Are we peculiar and distinct form the world?  Are do we just blend in unnoticed!

5. EXEMPLIFICATION – 

a. TIT. 2:1-10 – God gives a pattern of conduct for all men and women – that our lives are a pattern of good works – Not so the word of God would be blasphemed.

b. PHIL. 2:12-15 – What type of example am I?  We wear the glorious name of a Christian – We should let our lights burn bright and we should radiate holiness in our lives.

c. Do I let my light “so shine”? – MATT. 5:16 – Do people see Jesus in me?  

d. JUDE 3 – Common salvation in Christ – 2 TIM. 2:10 – Salvation is in Christ 

6. JUSTIFICATION -   

a. ROM. 3:23-26 – This was the aim of the savior 

b. Jesus came to justify sinners – LUKE 19:10
c. Jesus tells us what to do to be saved – MARK 16:15-16
d. What is our Aim? – 1 TIM. 2:3-4
CONCLUSION – 

Do we hear the wisdom of God concerning soul winning yet we do nothing?  Brethren if our faith is not strong enough to share with others it is not strong enough to get us to heaven.  We must bear fruit for the Lord.  Are we concerned about the lost then let’s move to action?  Example - if loved one was having a health problem every thing else would go on hold until we got them medical attention, why?  Life is precious, and so are the souls of those around us dying in sin.  Let’s be soul winners for Jesus!

