SOUL WINNING QUESTIONS

PROVERBS 11:30 – TEXT

“THE FRUIT OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS A TREE OF LIFE AND HE THAT WINNETH SOULS IS WISE”

INTRODUCTION – Do we believe that soul winning is wise?  We probably would answer, yes, but how do we go about doing this important work?  Just as in life we must ask and consider some important questions?  Who will I marry?  Will I go to college or join the military or learn a trade?  What type of job will I have?

None of these questions can compare with the important questions that would cause one to consider the state of his/her soul.  You might say well I just don’t know what to say or what to ask.

Today we will ask some questions that must be answered by everyone who would become a Christian and hopefully this will give you some incite in how you could teach others the gospel.  We do not know the condition of every ones heart here today, there may be some here today who are not Christians but are considering becoming one, if you are in that category please listen carefully.

1. DO YOU BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD?
a. If your answer is similar to the Ethiopian Eunuch – ACTS 8:37 –And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God -  “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” – What does that statement imply?

b. That you must believe every claim that Jesus made:

i. Savior – LUKE 19:10 – For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. JN. 4:42 –  And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world. - Recognized as such by the Samaritans

ii. Lord – MATT. 7:21-24 – 

iii. Master – MATT. 6:24 - No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

iv. The way, the truth, the life – JN. 14:6 - Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
v. The resurrection and the life – JN. 11:25 - Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:
vi. Jesus words will judge us – JN. 12:48 - He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
c. We must believe every promise Jesus made:

i. JN. 6:37 –  All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. If we come to Him He will not cast us out

ii. HEB. 13:5 – Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee - He will never leave us or forsake us what great comfort

iii. PHIL. 4:19 – But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. - He will supply all our needs 

2. DO YOU UNDERSTAND YOUR SIN AND THE SERIOUSNESS OF YOUR SIN?
a. All have sinned – ROM. 3:23 – YOU, ME, EVERYONE

b. Sin separates us from God – ISA. 59:1-2 - Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.
c. Seriousness of sin  - ROM. 5:6-9 – Cost of sin – Cross – Jesus blood

d. Consequences of sin – ROM. 6:23 – For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. -  Spiritual death

e. What will be the results if you remain in sin – 2 THESS. 1:8-9 –In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; - LOST FOREVER

3. ARE YOU WILLING TO TURN AWAY FROM ALL YOUR SINS?
a. The Bible calls this repentance – ACTS 2:38 – Men and brethren what shall we do?

b. ACTS 3:19 – If we do not repent our sins will not be blotted out

c. God wants us to repent – 2 PET. 3:9
4. ARE YOU WILLING TO HUMBLE YOURSELF AND DENY YOURSELF?
a. MATT. 18:1-4 – Become as a little child

b. LUKE 9:23 – How do I deny myself?

c. COL. 3:17 – In order to submit to authority of Christ we must humble ourselves

d. REV. 14:4 – Those described here as “following the Lamb wheresoever he goeth” – 

i. Dress

ii. Talk 

iii. Worship him

5. ARE YOU WILLING AND DETERMINED TO DO EVERYTHING JESUS TELLS YOU TO DO?
a. MATT. 28:19-20 – Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. - Jesus tells us what to do thru his holy word the Bible

b. MARK 10:17-22 – The rich young ruler – Here was a good man, a moral man, who had kept the commandments from his youth, but he was not willing to do what Jesus told him to do.

c. Are we like the rich young ruler and we have an area of our life that we will just not give up in order to serve God and be a Christian?  Some sin we are not willing to give up.

6. DOES JESUS MEN MORE TO YOU THAN ANYONE ELSE?
a. MATT. 10:34-39 – Jesus wants to be first in your life!

b. JN. 12:42-43 – Example of those who would not put Jesus first.

c. JN. 3:16 – For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. - This passage tells us why we should have this type of love for God, because of his love for us

7. ARE YOU WILLING TO MAKE WHATEVER SACRIFICE IS NECESSARY IN ORDER TO FOLLOW AND SERVE JESUS?
a. LUKE 14:25-33 – Notice Jesus says 3 times in 8 short verses that if we are willing to make sacrifices we cannot be his disciples!

i. TIME

ii. MONEY

iii. FRIENDS

CONCLUSION – Let’s review our seven questions 1.  Do you believe Jesus Christ is the son of God?  2.  Do you understand your sin and the seriousness of your sins?  3.  Are you willing to turn away from your sins?  4.  Are you willing to humble yourself and deny yourself?  5.  Are you willing and determined to do everything Jesus tells you to do?  6.  Does Jesus mean more to you than anyone else?  7.  Are you willing to make whatever sacrifice is necessary in order to serve and follow Jesus? If your answers are yes to all these questions then you are ready to be baptized – Jesus said in MK. 16:15-16 – That is what Jesus tells us to do – The same thing Paul did – ACTS 22:16 – Commitment - Life

