SOUL WINNING WISDOM – 12
1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-24 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – It is God’s soul winning wisdom to preach Jesus Christ and him crucified.  This is the only message that can prick the hearts of men today.  1 COR. 1:18-24 - For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent."  20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God   

FACTORS INVOLVED IN SOUL WINNING:

1. CAPTIVATION – We must capture our hearts in order to be saved from sin.

A. 2 COR. 10:3-5 – We are in a great war of souls going on between God and the devil.  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, Our hearts must be captured by Jesus Christ or we cannot become soul winners.

B. 1 TIM. 1:15 – Christ came to save sinners - This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.
2. EXPECTATION – Enter into soul winning but they must not be unrealistic expectations.

A. LUKE 8:5-15 – This parable of soul winning wisdom states there are some things to expect - some seed will fall by the wayside - A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. 8 But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold." When He had said these things He cried, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!" 9 Then His disciples asked Him, saying, "What does this parable mean?" 10 And He said, "To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that  'Seeing they may not see, And hearing they may not understand.'  11 "Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 13 But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. 14 And the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience. 

3. TABULATION – We must keep tabs on our brethren.  This is the work of every member of the body.
A. HEB. 13:17 – Elders are to watch for souls under their oversight.- Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. 

B. 1 PET. 5:1-4 – Tend or feed the flock of God among you - The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. 

C. GAL.6:1 – Brethren also share responsibility to other brethren - Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.

4. CONSTRUCTION – Christ is the builder of his church.  
A. MATT. 16:18 - He established it on Pentecost and now depends on us to have a part in building up this church which he established.  Utilizing soul winning wisdom build sup the church in two directions upward to heaven and outward into the entire world.  And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. I am a carpenter with Christ if I use his soul winning wisdom

B. 1 COR. 3:9-15 - Every Christian is a builder - For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building. 10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire
5. IMPOSITION – Preach God’s word at all times.

A. 2 TIM. 4:1-5 – God says that soul winning wisdom is to preach the word even at times when sinners do not want to hear it.  Continue preaching to brethren about the importance of soul winning. In season ands out of season.  Even when it is certain that God’s word is not wanted, appreciated or respected it is still the only remedy for the sin sick world - I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. People do  not want sin identified or specified – gambling (gaming), drunkenness (social drinking), drugs (recreational use)
6. EQUILIZATION – No respecter of persons with God.  All souls are precious.
A. GAL. 3:26-29 – Christ and his church are the great equalizers – No racial discrimination,  no monetary discrimination or educational or social discrimination - For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise
B. JN. 8:31-32 - We can all be acceptable unto God when we teach and preach the truth of the gospel and abide in it daily - Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
CONCLUSION – 

Am I a soul winner for Jesus?

We should be involved in soul winning because we have obtained mercy from God – MATT. 5:7-9 - Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 

Some one cared enough for us to teach us the gospel should we not do the same for others
