SOUL WINNING WISDOM

1 COR. 2:1-8 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Two great qualities of God are his infinite wisdom and his almighty power - 1 COR. 2:1-8 - And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 6 However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory, 8 which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

The apostle Paul realized that sinners could only be converted when they realize the wisdom of God vs. the wisdom of men that condemns them. The wisdom of God is manifested in the coming of Christ to this world, going to the cross, and building his church which he purchased with his shed blood.  
The wisdom of God is a combination of love- mercy- grace-holiness-sacrifice-atonement- and obedience to the Lord of glory.

SOUL WINNING WISDOM:

1. DUPLICATION – One just like the master.

A. 2 TIM. 2:1-2 – The apostle Paul instructs Timothy to teach and preach the same Jerusalem gospel that was authorized by the Holy Spirit. If the same gospel is taught the results will be the same. You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.  The same message when heard, believed, and obeyed will produce an exact duplicate of the seed that is sown

B. GEN. 1:11-12 – Like begets like kind - Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth"; and it was so. 12 And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

C. LUKE 8:11 –The seed will bring forth a Christian - Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.   In the duplicating process it is necessary to produce a Master run it through the machine and the end product is a duplicate – ACTS 11:26 - Christian
D. 2 TIM. 2:10 – God wants us to be in  Christ – Why? - Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. Salvation is in Christ!!!
2. APPRECIATION – We must show thanks to the Savior

A. 1 TIM. 1:12-17 – We have to show our love for Christ for what he has done for us at the cross.  It was Paul’s motivating factor – by winning souls to Christ using God’s wisdom Paul was thanking Christ for showing him love and mercy even after he persecuted the church severely - And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
B. ROM. 5:8-10 – We have so much to be thankful for.  We need to be thankful that God loved us enough to send his Son while we ere sinners - But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

C. 2 COR. 5:14-15 – The love of Christ should compel us to be thankful -  For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.
3. MOTIVATION – To give like Christ.
A. 1 JN. 4:7-11 – Love should be the strongest and most powerful motivator of all - Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
B. PHIL. 2:1-5 – Christ love caused him to pit others ahead of self - Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus  Compassionate love motivated Christ to empty himself and die for mankind.
C. MATT. 22:36- The great and second commandment - "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?" 37 Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  Do we show our love for God and our neighbor?

4. SUPPLICATION – Pray for enemies that they may become a friend of the Lord.

A. PHIL. 4:4-7 – Means supplying our needs – The needs of all sinners are supplied by God in the gospel – But I must do my part and go teach those lost in sin. - Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
B. MATT. 5:10-12 – Many we will try to teach may be very ones who persecute us and are our enemies, but still we are to pray for them because we want them to become a friend of the Lord - Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  Christ and his apostles were persecuted so we will be too. 
C. MATT. 5:43-48 – If we want to be perfect like God we will love all whom we come in contact with - You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

D. ROM. 12:17-21 – Is there any better good that we can do than teaching someone the gospel? -  Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 20 Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

CONCLUSION – 

Are we using God’s soul winning wisdom?

Sometimes the problem is we have not applied God’s wisdom to our life!!

HEB. 5:12-14 - For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

Let’s get prepared and get involved in teaching others God’s wonderful wisdom

