SPIRITUAL ESSENTIALS
INTRODUCTION – Most of us have taken a trip or a vacation and in preparation for this trip we made a list of things we would definitely need and that we must take on the trip.   The same is true of us in a spiritual sense.  There are some things we all need, some things we just cannot do without if we want to be able to spend eternity with God in heaven.  The purpose of our lesson today is to consider these things we all need without exception.

TEN SPIRITUAL ESSENTIALS – 

I. GOD – 
A. ACTS 17:28 – Without God in the picture life ceases to have true meaning and we live a life of doubt.

B. 1 JN., 4:19-21 – We must have the proper love for God.

II. CHRIST – 
A. ACTS 4:12 – Salvation only comes thru Christ

B. 2 TIM. 2:10 – The eternal glory of salvation is only obtainable in Christ.

III. CHRIST’S BLOOD – 
A. ROM. 5:6-9 – The blood of Christ is the only way our sins can be covered.

B. EPH. 1:7 – We are redeemed by his blood.  Thru his blood we have the forgiveness of sins.
IV. OBEDIENT FAITH – 
A. JAMES 2:17-18 – When the Bible speaks of faith it is only talking about an obedient faith.  This is the faith that saves.

B. HEB. 5:8-9 – Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all those with what type of faith?   The faith that obeys him!!! 

V. KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S WORD
A. HOSEA 4:6 – The prophet proclaimed the people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge.

B. PSA. 19:7-11 – Do we truly hunger and thirst after righteousness?  Do we desire it more than gold?

VI. GODLY SORROW – 
A. 2 COR. 7:9-10 – Repentance requires more than the sorrow of the world(sorry for being caught).  We must turn from our sins and bring forth fruit worthy of repentance.
B. 2 PET. 3:9 – God is longsuffering and he is giving us time to repent.  Are we taking advantage of God’s goodness?  Are we in the proper covenant relationship with God?

VII. PUBLIC CONFESSION – 
A. ROM. 10:9-10 – We must not be ashamed to have others know that we believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
B. MARK 14:66-72 – At one point in his life Peter did not have the courage or boldness to confess Christ.  Look at his life after his denial – Pentecost – Cornelius, etc.

VIII. BAPTISM FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS – 
A. ACTS 2:38 – Baptism is more than just immersion we must be immersed for the right reason.

B. GAL. 3:26-27 – Baptism puts us into Christ.

IX. FAITHFUL LIFE – 
A. 1 TIM. 6:12 – Paul instructs Timothy to fight the good fight of faith.

B. REV. 2:10 – John instructs the Christians in the first century to be faithful until death.

X. PRAYER – 
A. MARK 14:34-36 – Jesus remained faithful to God by relying on prayer.  If Jesus needed to pray to be able to fulfill the will of the Father what about you and me?
B. JAMES 5:16 – Do we really believe that we need to pray and that the effectual fervent prayer of righteous man avails much?

CONCLUSION – 

Do we have all the essential spiritual items in our life?

Are we prepared to meet God?

We need to make all things ready so we will be prepared!!!
