SPIRITUAL GRAVEYARD

2 THESS. 1:7-9 TEXT

INTRODUCTION – This passage clearly teaches that when the Lord comes again that no one will be able to escape judgment from God, and that God will punish those who refuse to obey the gospel.  In REV. 20:11-15 – The judgment scene is described and anyone whose name is not written in this book are cast into the lake of fire the second death.  Let us use our imagination today and take a walk thru this spiritual graveyard and examine the epitaphs on the tombstones: 

1. ALMOST PERSUADED – 

A. ACTS 26:26-29 – King Agrippa was almost persuaded, but not altogether persuaded.  How many people do you know who are almost persuaded to be a Christian, but they just can’t seem to muster up the courage it takes to make the big step.

B. Notice he was almost persuaded to become a Christian – ACTS 11:26,  1 PET. 4:16 – This is the only name we can wear and give glory to God.  Many people today claim to be serving God, yet they wear the names of churches established by men.  Who say all you have to do to become  a Christian is believe, say a prayer and ask God to come into your life – Where is that example in the Bible?

C.  ACTS 4:12 – “Neither is their salvation in any other…”  We must obey the complete and total plan of God in order to be saved.- ROM. 6:16-18 – 

D. How did those in N.T. times become Christians – 

i. HEARING – The message of the gospel – ROM.10:17, MATT. 17:5
ii. BELIEVING – JN. 8:24 – 

iii. REPENTING – LUKE 13:3 – 

iv. CONFESSING – MATT. 10:32-33

v. BAPTIZED – MK. 16:15-16, ACTS 22:16, GAL. 3:26-27
vi. BE FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH – REV. 2:10
Do not allow this to be the epitaph on your tombstone, obey God today.

2. I HAD GOOD INTENTIONS TO OBEY THE GOSPEL – 

A. I’ll become a Christian one day – ACTS 24:24-25 – Note the words of Felix, “when I find time or have a more convenient season I will call on the.”  We do the same thing today we procrastinate – TEENAGER to the GRAVE we have excuses for not obeying the gospel.  The road to hell is paved with  good intentions – MATT.7:13-14
B. Look at what Paul taught the Corinthians – 2 COR. 6:2 – “For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: Behold now is the accepted time ; behold now is the day of salvation.”  Do you think Philip told the Eunuch, “there is no reason you have to decide now”. ACTS 8:34-39 – “If you believe you may”

C. The gospel contains the things we must do to be saved – EPH. 1:12-13 – the gospel seals us in Christ

D. God wants all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth – 1 TIM. 2:3-4 – That truth is contained in the gospel.

3. I MOCKED THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL -  

A. Notice the reaction to Paul’s teaching -  ACTS 17:22-34 – Some mocked the message of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

B. Man in his wisdom scorns and ridicules the preaching of the gospel – 1 COR. 1:18-24 – It pleased God thru the foolishness of preaching to save those that believe and obey the message

C. If we mock the message we will reap what we sow – GAL. 6:7-9 – If we have mocked the message we will reap a crop of failure

D. We can choose to reap life everlasting and that life is in Christ –

i. JN. 14:6 – “I am the way, the truth, and the life no man cometh to the Father, but by me.”
ii. JN. 6:68 – Will ye go away also?  “Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go?  Thou has the words of eternal life.
iii. JN. 10:10 – “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy; I am come that they might have life and that they might have it more abundantly.”
4. I STOPPED THE PREACHER – 

A. But the consequences are that I am dying eternally – The Jews thought they had stopped Christ by crucifying him – ACTS 2:36 – “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” – 3000 souls were baptized into Christ

B. Stephen was stoned to death because of the message he proclaimed – ACTS 7:51-60 – This did not stop the spreading of the gospel see ACTS 8:4 – “Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word.”
C. Look at the consequences of stopping the preacher – REV. 21:8 – They murdered the messenger.  Are we guilty of this today?

D. We must not forget that we will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ – 2 COR. 5:10-11  
5. I BELIEVED A LIE, AND NOW I REALIZE I AM WRONG – 

A. We must believe the truth, for only it can set us free – JN. 8:32 – If we choose to believe a lie God will allow this to happen – 2 THESS. 2:8-12 – 

B. God wants us to believe the truth because it is what sanctifies us – 2 THESS. 2:13-14 – God’s word alone is truth – JN. 17:17 – 

C. Scriptures warn that many will depart from the faith – 1 TIM. 4:1-3 – We must cling only to the gospel – GAL. 1:6-9 

D. Many will go to judgment thinking they were right with God, but will find out to their doom they were just sincerely wrong – MATT. 7:21-23, Notice the end results of those who love and believe a lie – REV. 22:14-15
6. I WAS TOO MONEY HUNGRY TO SERVE GOD – 

A. But now I am receiving my wages – I.E. – MATT. 19:16-22 – This young man asked the right question, he just did not like the answer.  The young man was not willing to sacrifice to serve and follow God.  His wages will be paid to him throughout eternity – ROM. 6:23
B. Paul warned Timothy about riches – 1 TIM. 6:6-7 – He taught him the great truth that we need to learn to be content. I.E. – man whose house burned down

C. What is our desire?  Money is just a medium of exchange for the necessities of life – 1 TIM. 6:9-10 – The love of money is the root of all evil

D. What type of wages do we want to receive for eternity? – LUKE 16:19-25 – Let us learn to be content – HEB. 13:5-6
CONCLUSION – How do you want your spiritual epitaph to read? -  Child of God, the Son of a King, Christian.  If you died today and you know you would not be right with God, then obey him today – HEB. 5:8-9 

