SPIRITUAL GROWTH

PHILIPPIANS 3:13-14
INTRODUCTION – When it comes to our spiritual growth as individuals we are either going forward, standing still or falling behind. This is also true for churches as it is very easy for us to become complacent, comfortable, and satisfied with the status quo. 

When we look at the text for our lesson – READ - PHIL. 3:13-14 – it is very obvious that Paul believed in moving ahead as this is the only way to avoid stagnation and failure. We need to accept the challenge of making a difference in this world by following the teaching of Jesus from the Sermon on the Mount – MATT. 5:13-16
We must be the special people God desires for us to be – 1 PET. 2:9-10

Just as the human body has enemies such as famine, disease, and accidents that can cause damage or kill it – Spiritual growth has enemies that can prevent it from moving forward.

The purpose of this lesson is for us to understand the enemies that must be defeated so we can grow spiritually.

ENEMIES OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH – 

I. THE ENEMY OF IGNORANCE – Ignorance comes in many forms.
A. ISA. 45:20 – The prophet addressed the religious ignorance of the heathen who makes his god from a tree. The idol cannot save then and they are ignorant of this fact. Does this stop people from being religiously ignorant today? No, some people still worship nature, their ancestors, and even still bow down to idols. If we are not careful we can find our spiritual growth stymied because we become consumed with an object that cannot save us. I.E. – business, job, recreational pursuit etc.

B.  JER. 5:21 – The prophet declares that stubborn ignorance refuses to listen to God they will not see, hear or think. We cannot grow spiritually no matter how many lessons and bible studies we hear if we are stubborn and refuse to put into practice that which we hear. So instead of growing spiritually we digress.
C. HOSEA 4:1-6 – The prophet speaks specifically of the people of God who are destroyed because they ignore God’s word. We can also be destroyed by our lack of knowledge. Do you reject the knowledge of God when it comes to assembling – assembling, conduct, honesty, integrity in business when it comes to worldliness, our speech, modesty in our dress etc.
II. THE ENEMY OF UNBELIEF – 

A. JN. 8:24 – It is a given fact that people will die in their sins without faith in Christ. That goes for the alien sinner and the child of God who allows Satan to fill their heart with doubt.
B. HEB. 3:12 – The inspired write of the epistle to the Hebrews is warning his audience (disciple) that an evil heart of unbelief could cause them to depart from God.  To grow spiritually we cannot allow doubt and unbelief to creep into our lives.
C. HEB. 3:19 – We see how unbelief can affect our lives. How does unbelief affect us? We know God’s word but do not believe it, since we do not believe God’s word we do not think it matters how we live or how we worship. It does not matter if we are really committed to God, our marriage, or our job. We really even begin to doubt if God has a plan to save us. All this unbelief can cause us to lose our soul.
D. ROM. 4:20 – How do we overcome unbelief? I.E. – Abraham – he trusted God’s word and did not waver.
E. MARK 9:24 – We must be like the man who spoke to Jesus and said, “Lord help my unbelief.” We must recognize the need of the Savior!

III. THE ENEMY OF APATHY – 

A. REV. 3:15-16 – Apathy affected the Christians in Laodicea and therefore affected the church. These Christians were lukewarm – they lacked passion. Apathy destroys because it makes us lukewarm about our personal example of righteousness, the purity of the church, the lost, and bearing the fruit of the Spirit.

B. EPH. 4:16 – Neither the individual or the church can grow in a state of apathy. This is the idea that someone else will do the work that I should be doing.

C. ACTS 17:11 – We find those who became Christians at Berea who were just the opposite they were diligent in regard to their faith.

IV. THE ENEMY OF SIN – Ignorance, unbelief, and apathy all lead to sin. If we practice sin how can the church remain pure.
A. HEB. 12:1 – Sin ensnares us and weighs us down so we must lay it aside as a runner who does not want to be hampered by any extra weight.

B. HEB. 3:12-13 – Spiritual growth is vital because if we allow sin to remain in our lives we can become hardened by it.

C. JAMES 5:19-20 – James makes it clear - the error of sin can kill the soul! What holds back my spiritual growth and as a result holds back the growth of the church? Sin – in my personal life, in my family life and sin in neglecting to serve and fulfill my duty in the kingdom of God – church.
CONCLUSION – 

Four enemies to spiritual growth – 


Ignorance

Unbelief

Apathy

Sin

Good news is we can defeat all these enemies!
