SPIRITUAL SUCCESS AS A CHRISTIAN - 2

MATTHEW 25:20-21 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – If given the choice between success and failure what would most people choose?  Right, to be successful.  Should it be any different for us as Christians?  No, the problem is some do not know what it takes.  In this lesson we will explore the ingredients given to us by God – His formula for success.

The first thing we must have is a spiritual heart – ROM. 8:5-8 – Spiritual vs. carnal.  We do not want the type of heart described in – LUKE 12:15 – As Christians we must still beware of covetousness we are not to be consumed with the thinking of the world that success is measured by the amount of things you possess.

INGREDIENTS FOR SUCCESS:

1. SEPARATION – We must be separate, maybe one of the most difficult commands for us to obey.  To live in the world and not be of the world is what Jesus wants us to do.

a. HEB. 7:26 – Look at the example of Jesus – He was separate from sinners.  You might say well wait a minute Jesus ate with publicans and sinners – MATT. 9:11 – He never partook of or condoned their sin.  HEB. 4:15 – Tempted in all points as we are yet without sin!

b. 2 COR. 6:14-18 – Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers.  Animals were yoked together to accomplish more work than they could separately and God does not want us to yoke our self to such and help join in the works of the flesh.  God only wants us to be yoked to Christ – MATT. 11:28-30 – Be yoked to Christ.

c. TITUS 2:11-15 – A Christian is to be a peculiar person and one who is zealous of good works.

d. 2 THESS. 5:21-22 – Abstain from every form of evil – Separate your self from it.  Often we strive to stay as close to sin and the world as we can.  We justify our actions which are sinful by statements such as everyone is doing it (sex, drugs, drinking, smoking, profane language etc).

2. DETERMINATION – Where there is a will there is a way!

a. NEH. 4:6 – Nehemiah and the remnant of Jews had a mind to work.  They were looking for a way to get it done not an excuse for why it could not be done.

b. NEH. 6:15 – The wall was built in 52 days. God blessed them because they were willing to work.  I.E - People have told me (actually brethren) you cannot get a Bible study with someone in Ft. Walton Beach  area.

c. PHIL. 4:13 – I, individual responsibility “can do” positive action all things thru Christ – I can build the wall if I have a mind to work.

d. EPH. 3:20 – Do we realize the power that works in us? With God and his power that is in the gospel there is nothing that we cannot do.  God’s power gives us the ability to do far more than we think we can.

3. AFFECTION – We must love God and He must have first priority in our life. – MATT. 22:37 – Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart soul and mind.
a. PSA. 119:97 – Does God’s law ever cross our mind?

b. 1 JN. 3:16-18 – How did God exemplify his love for us?  How do we show our love for others?

c. ROM. 16:3-4 – Note the example of Priscilla and Aquila – not just words.

d. PHIL. 1:9-11 – If we are to be successful as Christians our love must abound.

e. GAL. 6:1-2 – We must love each other.  Our brethren need our compassion.  I am thankful that we have brethren who recently helped Brad when he needed encouragement and was living in sin.  As a result he repented.

4. EXAMINATION – We must conduct an internal inspection.

a. JAMES 1:21-25 – We must look openly and honestly at ourselves.

b. 2 SAM. 12:1-7 – We can see the problem in someone else’s life but we cannot see it in our life.

c. 2 COR. 13:5 – Am I being as successful as I should be?

d. 1 PET. 2:21 – Christ is my example am I following in his steps, if so I will be successful

CONCLUSION – We discussed earlier in our lesson the importance of separation and maybe as we examine ourselves that is our problem we are still entangled in the sins of the world.  We must make that break and put our faith and trust in God.

If you are not a Christian your problem is that your sin separates you from God, but you can take care of that today also.

