SPIRITUAL SUCCESS AS A CHRISTIAN

3 JOHN 2 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – If given the choice between success and failure what would most people choose?  Right, to be successful.  Should it be any different for us as Christians?  No, the problem is some do not know what it takes.  In this lesson we will explore the ingredients given to us by God – His formula for success.

The first thing we must have is a spiritual heart – ROM. 8:5-8 – Spiritual vs. carnal.  We do not want the type of heart described in – LUKE 12:15 – As Christians we must still beware of covetousness we are not to be consumed with the thinking of the world that success is measured by the amount of things you possess.

INGREDIENTS FOR SUCCESS:

1. INSPIRATION – We must have divine instruction and be willing to listen and follow it.

a. JOSH. 1:5-9 – We can be strong and of good courage if and only if we observe God’s law.

b. PSA. 1:1-3 – Do we want to be blessed of God?  Is not that the equivalent of success?

c. PSA. 19:7-11 – Do we sincerely desire the truth contained in God’s word?

d. HOSEA 4:6-7 – If we do not want to backslide as Israel then we must obtain knowledge of God’s word, because we cannot be successful without it.

2. PROPITIATION – A means by which God shows mercy to a sinner whereby sin is covered and remitted.

a. 1 JN. 2:1-2 – His blood is able to cover the sins of the whole world both yours and mine.

b. 1 JN. 3:16-18 – God pitched in and provided the Lamb of God because we were in need.  How are we doing when we see our brother in need?  Do we love only in word or do we love in deed and truth also?

c. REV. 5:9-10 – We can be forgiven by this blood.  True success in life is obtaining the forgiveness of sins that God has made available thru His Son.

d. JN. 15:5 – Without Christ we are nothing.

3. PERSPIRATION – We must be a worker for the Lord.

a. MATT. 20:1-8 – God is looking for workers and good news is we will receive a reward.

b. MATT. 21:28-31 – Which son did the will of his father?  The one who went to work.  I.E. – Work ethic is something that is lacking today and we cannot be successful without it.

c. MATT. 25:21-27 – Notice how this servant is described as a wicked and slothful – lazy, not productive in the vineyard of the Lord.  How is my work ethic for the Lord going to be viewed by Jesus?  Hopefully as one who is faithful.

d. MATT. 7:24-27 – Are we as the wise man that builds his house upon the rock or are we foolish?  God says we need to work are we doing anything?

4. PREPARATION – Preparation is the key to success in any task we undertake.

a. 2 TIM. 2:19-21 – We must be prepared for every good work.

b. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Study to stand approved, to be prepared.

c. MATT. 4:1-4 – Was Jesus prepared when Satan tempted Him?  How did He respond?  With the scripture.

d. 1 PET. 3:15 – The gospel tells us to be prepared to give an answer to every man.  Are we ready?

CONCLUSION – The most important event to be prepared for is death or the second coming of Christ whichever comes to us first. – HEB. 9:27 – Are you ready and have you been the successful Christian that Jesus wants you to be?  If not then repent.

If you are not a Christian then you are not prepared, but you can become prepared today – 2 COR. 6:2 – Behold now is the accepted time, behold now is the day of salvation.

