STORMS OF LIFE
MARK 4:35-41 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – 
The events of this past week in regard to weather (ice storms in the Midwest) in our country it is very evident we serve an awesome and powerful God. His power is even displayed to us thru nature – We want to note from the text the power of the words of the Savior - MARK 4:35-41 - On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, "Let us cross over to the other side." 36 Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat as He was. And other little boats were also with Him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling. 38 But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, "Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?" 39 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Peace, be still!" And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. 40 But He said to them, "Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?" 41 And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, "Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!" 

JN. 1:1-3 - This same Jesus was referred to us in the beginning as the word. He is the creator verse 14 – This powerful word became flesh and dwelt among us.  Why? Why did Jesus do that?

HEB. 2:17-18 – So he would be able to empathize and sympathize with us.  

HEB. 4:13-16 – Jesus is totally able to understand the problems we face in this life.
WHY DO STORMS OF LIFE COME OUR WAY?
I. JOB – JOB 1:1-22 – It was not because of sin as Job was an upright man.  The loss produced by a single storm cannot begin to compare with that of Job and yet he remained faithful to God.  Job would not turn his back on God even when his wife told him to “curse God and die.”

A. Maybe we have the storms of life to increase our faith.

1. HEB. 13:5 – To teach us to be content.

2. MATT. 6:25-34 – To teach us what is really important.

II. PAUL – 2 COR. 12:7 – Paul had his thorn in the flesh.  We may ask why do we have to go thru this?

A. Maybe sometimes we go thru and face these storms in life to keep us humble.  God knows that we can easily become a proud and puffed up people.

1. JAMES 4:6 – God resists the proud.
2. 1 PET. 5:6-7 – If we will humble ourselves God will lift us up.

3. 1 COR. 10:12 – Take heed lest we fall.

III. DAVID – 2 SAM. 12:1-7 – Sometimes we face the storms of life because of our choices.  Our sins and the consequences that are the direct result of our sins.
A. Maybe we go thru the storms of life because we have chosen the path of sin.
1. NUM. 32:23 – God told us long ago to be sure our sins will find us out.  That is both here as we live on earth and certainly thru out eternity.

2. PSA. 51:1-3 – How do we react to our sins?  Do we admit we are wrong, do we repent and correct our mistakes

3. PROV. 28:13 – We are to confess and forsake our sins

IV. POOR WIDOW – MARK 12:41-44 – With all the problems that faced this poor widow in her life she was still able to give to God and by so doing give to others.
A. Maybe God allows storms to enter our life to see how we will respond.

1. 1 JN. 3:17-18 – A chance to show our love for the brethren.  In times of difficulty do we think of others or only of our self.

2. TITUS 3:8 – Even in her poverty the poor widow saw the opportunity to help others and by so doing be involved in good works. 

CONCLUSION – 

Storms of life are bound to come our way and they will affect you and me in some personal way. 
The great question is on whom will we depend?

Where is your faith and trust? 

Make sure you are in the ship with the Savior!!!

