STRONG AND POWERFUL CHRISTIANS

EPHESIANS 6:10-12 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – What type of Christian do you want to be?  One that is cold or hot, one that intends to get busy in the vineyard of the Lord but never does, one that repents often publicly but never gets to the next level as a Christian. One that is weak in the face of temptation and usually falls prey to it by sinning.

What every Christian needs to understand is that we can be strong and powerful in all the situations we just discussed but we must realize we can be strong and powerful only in the LORD.

EPH. 6:10-12 - Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

STRONG AND POWERFUL CHRISTIANS:

1. DO NOT BE FEARFUL – 
A. 2 TIMOTHY 1:7-12 – We do not have to be fearful and timid but we can be bold and strong in the LORD.  Have you ever been acted fearful as a Christian?  Afraid of what someone may say or what someone may do!  We do not need to be ashamed because we know in whom we believe. - For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10 but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 11 to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 12 For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.
2. FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT – 
A. 1 TIM. 6:12 –Fight the good fight of faith –Many Christians do not want to get bloodied by Satan and do not give much of an effort in the fight so they are easily defeated - Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  

B. EPH. 6:10-18 – Why does Satan so often knock us out of the ring? It is because we will not put on the powerful armor God has given to us - Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—
3. GOD GIVES US PRACTICAL TIPS FOR DAILY LIVING – 
A. EPH. 3:14-17 – God gives us personal, pointed and practical tips for daily living - For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
B. EPH. 3:17-20 – If we want to be powerful and filled with heaven’s fullness – deity the we must listen to the apostle Paul as he gives us God’s instructions -  that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height-- 19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,
4. COPE WITH WORST TROUBLES OF LIFE – 
A. 2 COR. 12:7-10 – Being strong in the Lord helps us to cope with the worst troubles of life.  Paul asked God to remove his thorn from the flesh three times – Notice God’s reply - And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

5. DAILY DEPENDENCY UPON GOD – 
A. PHIL. 4:19 – If we want to be strong and powerful as Christians we must have dependency upon God everyday - And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. God will supply.  Have you ever had a need and you just did not know how it would be taken care of and God supplied it for you. 

B. 1 PET. 5:7 - casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. If we are not strong as Christians maybe we need to ask ourselves how often do we really put all our trust in God.

6. STRONG IN THE LORD WILL LOVE AND HATE – 

A. MATT. 5:43-48 – Love our enemies even to the point of praying for them is a sure sign of spiritual maturity - "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.
B. Hate evil sin and false doctrine – REV. 2:6 – Note what John said as one of the positive things about the church at Ephesus - But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
C. HEB. 1:8-9 - But to the Son He says: "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your Kingdom.  9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness;
7. STRONG WILL NOT QUIT – 
A. COL. 2:6 - To be strong you must not quit - hang in there and do not give up - As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. To be strong we must be rooted and grounded – steadfast.
8. SUCCESSFUL & POWERFUL – 
A. ROM. 8:35-39 – Look how strong and powerful we can become - Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: "For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter."  37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

B. JOSH. 1:5-9 – How is our strength and success guaranteed? - No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." This statement was true for the children of Israel and it is true for the children of God today!!!

CONCLUSION – 
Why do we need to be strong as Christians?

Already enough weak ones!!!

We need to be able to say with Paul – 2 TIM. 4:6-8 - For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

Are you as strong in the Lord as you need to be?
If not then turn back to the Lord today.
