TAKE HEED

DEUT. 11:16 - TEXT
INTRODUCTION – In the raising of our children we often warn them to be careful and aware of certain things (stove is hot, do not chase the ball into the street, never accept a ride from a stranger).  We do this because we love them and do not want any danger or harm to come to them or some terrible accident to occur.

Parents usually are warning their children about things that have a good chance of happening – I.E. –We do not have to warn our children about the danger of an avalanche but it could be very important to warn them about rip tides.  

The same is true with God and the scriptures, when God warns us, tells us to be careful, take heed we better sit up and listen.  We need to heed the warnings of God take careful notice and constantly be watchful and vigilant or it can happen to us.

TAKE HEED LEST:
1. YOU FALL AWAY – 

A. 1 COR. 10:12 – No Christians should get overly confident of his or her standing before God.  Being overly confident leads to arrogance and arrogance leads to pride and pride leads to destruction.
B. PROV. 11:2 – Being filled with pride is certain to bring shame.
C. PROV. 16:18 – Do not become to full of yourself and have an inflated opinion of your self worth.

D. PROV. 29:23 – Different consequences of pride and humility.

E. 1 PET. 5:5-6 – God wants us to be confident and assured but clothed in humility.  

2. YOU LOSE OBJECTIVITY – 

A. MATT. 13:14-15 – Be careful lest you hear what you want to hear and see what you want to see.  It happens to a lot of people.
B. 1 TIM. 4:16 – It is easily can happen that people begin to doctor the scriptures to suit their prejudices and problems.

C. 2 TIM. 4:2-4 – Preach the word not your opinion not what people want to hear but rather what they need to hear.

a. MATT. 19:3-9 – All of a sudden when it affects someone we love we begin to view the scriptures with rose colored glasses.

b. MATT. 25:46 – Since some of our family members are not Christian’s hell is no longer a place of eternal adobe and torment.  Wearing rose tinted glasses is bad enough when people view their children as unable to do any wrong but it is catastrophic when viewing bible truths.
3. YOU BE DECEIVED BY FALSE TEACHERS –

A. COL. 2:8 – Always check out what it taught!!!

B. ACTS 17:11 – Search the scriptures to see if what is taught is true.

C. MATT. 15:14 - Many people today blindly follow teachers that they respect and trust and they may not even know that what they teach is false doctrine but if the blind leads the blind what does God’s word say will happen.

4. YOU PLEASE MEN RATHER THAN GOD – 
A. GAL. 1:10-12 – Paul clearly states that the gospel he preached was not from man.  His aim was not to please men but God.  Today watered down sermons filled with jokes, entertaining stories and very little scripture are being offered so large crowds will assemble and be entertained and they can leave and say how good they feel about the service.  They never consider the thought how does God feel about the worship we have just offered. Man does not do the saving God does!!!
B. 1 COR. 1:10-13 - Desire to get along with everyone – Unity in diversity – so men will be pleased but God clearly tells us in his word how to maintain unity – Follow Christ not men!!!
C. EPH. 4:3-6 – We are to endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  WE can have peace based on verses 4-6.

D. JAMES 3:17 – We need to be careful when we desire to get along with everyone, that we do not do so at the expense of compromising purity.  James says the wisdom from above is first pure then peaceable. 
5. YOU BIND WHERE GOD HAS NOT BOUND – 

A. GAL. 1:6-9 – These Judaizing teachers were saying you must also be circumcised after obedience to the gospel; they were binding where God did not.

B.  GAL. 5:6 – Faith that works by love will respect what God has bound and loosed.
C. REV. 22:18 – Consequences are severe for one who binds where God has not.

CONCLUSION – God in his wisdom says there are some things we need to be very very careful about in spiritual matters lest we lose our soul to the devil.  
