TAKING TIME

MARK 14:32-42
INTRODUCTION – Time is a precious commodity to each and very one of us. It is also fleeting – we often make statements like we do not know where the time has gone. Paul exhorts the brethren at Ephesus to use their time wisely – EPH. 5:15-17 – time is quickly running out on us all just as sand passes thru the hour glass. We must not waste our time because it is so precious to us.

Life is like the flower on the field that sprouts up, grows and blooms only to fade away – JOB 14:1-2.  

James the brother of our Lord teaches us that time is like a vapor – JAMES 4:14
READ TEXT – The disciples of Jesus could not give him one hour to him. How about us do we have time for Jesus?  Does he even get one hour of our day? Can we give 1 hour out of 24 to Jesus?

During difficult times we take the time to eat, sleep, work, watch TV, go shopping, go to a ball game, go visit family and friends none of these things are bad in and of themselves but do we give Jesus any time in our life at all?
The purpose of this lesson is to study how we should use our time in ways that would please Jesus.

HOW MUST WE USE OUR TIME?

I. TAKE TIME TO WATCH – 

A. MATT. 24:42-44 – Jesus commands us to watch, be prepared, to be ready.

B. ACTS 20:28-32 – Paul exhorts the elders at Ephesus to watch

C. 1 COR. 16:13-14 – Paul taught the brethren at Corinth to watch.

D. 2 TIM. 4:1-5 – Paul taught Timothy to be watchful because there could come a time when brethren would not endure sound doctrine.

E. 2 COR. 5:7 – So we must watch our walk in regard to our faith.

II. TAKE TIME TO PRAY – 

A. MATT. 5:44 - Jesus commands us to pray even for our enemies.
B. MATT. 6:5-7 – Jesus teaches us how not to pray also – do not pray to be seen of men and do not pray using vain repetitions.

C. 2 TIM. 2:8 – God wants us to pray w/o wrath and doubting. Instead he wants us to have boldness and confidence.

D. 1 THESS. 5:17 – God does not desire for our prayers to be sporadic but he wants us to be constant in our communication.

E. MATT. 26:41 – Things we should pray for – that we do not enter into temptation.

F. ACTS 8:22-24 – We can pray for forgiveness.

G. 2 THESS. 3:1 – We can pray that the word of God might have free course.

H. JAMES 5:13-14,20 – We can pray for those suffering and those who are physically sick.

III. TAKE TIME TO BE HOLY – 

A. 1 PET. 1:15-16 – We must be holy in our conduct and example.

B. 2 PET. 2:9-12 – We must be honorable in our conduct before the world.

C. ROM. 12:1-2 – We must be different from the world.  We must shine as a light in the darkness. 

IV. TAKE TIME TO STUDY – 

A. 1 THESS. 4:9-11 – We need to increase more and more in love.

B. 2 TIM. 2:15-16 – Study so we can be approved and also so we can shun profane babbling.

C. HEB. 5:12-14 – Those brethren had not taken the time to study and prepare to teach others.
D. 1 THESS. 4:13-18 – Ignorance is dangerous and knowledge is comforting.

V. TAKE TIME TO WAKE UP – 

A. ROM. 13:11-13 – Time to awake and cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.

B. 1 THESS. 5:6-8 – Paul taught the disciples to be awake – to be sober – to be alert!

C. 1 COR. 15:33-34 – Paul instructs the brethren at Corinth to awake to righteousness.

D. 1 PET. 5:8 – Apostle Peter gives the brethren similar instructions. Are we awake spiritually speaking?

CONCLUSION – 

We must take time to – 


Watch


Pray


Be Holy


Study God’s Word


Wake-Up
