TEAMWORK
INTRODUCTION

The church here at Mary Esther is currently in a transition period, as most of you know and for the benefit of our visitors Brother Fred Liggin who has worked with this congregation for the past six years is in the process of going to South Africa to preach the gospel, the church here will be sharing in that work by supporting Fred in the amount of 1050 per month.   I want to take this opportunity to publicly thank the brethren for the confidence you have placed in me by giving me a man with relatively no experience as compared to Fred’s forty years of experience this awesome challenge of preaching the gospel.

I fully realize the charge given by Paul to those who preach the word,  in 2 TIM. 4:1-5 -

4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

As we begin this new work together, I ask that you will be patient with me thru this  transitional period, continue to pray for me and my family as  we endeavor to do serve God with you in Mary Esther.

By way of introduction, I have been involved in teaching and coaching for the past 25 years and have 6 years to go before I can retire with full benefits from the state of Florida.  The brethren have agreed to support me while I continue to meet the obligations I have with the school system.   I previously mentioned my background in coaching, being involved in a profession for 25 yeas gives you an understanding of what it takes to be successful in year in and year out,  every year one my biggest selling points to my team was TEAMWORK.  (Daniel leaving – preach)

DEFINITION – TEAMWORK -   Work done by a group requiring concerted action or effort by the members of this group to achieve some common goal or end -  Funk & Wagnall dictionary

The word is never used in the scriptures but the concept is alluded to in many scriptures.  The Bible word most commonly associated with this thought is UNITY.  Jesus prayed for unity, he wanted his disciples to make an impact on the world and an impact can not be made by a group of people who are not united and therefore can not work together as a cohesive unit.

John 17:12-23

12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

DEFINITION – UNITY – Being one, the state of mutual understanding and harmony, free from diversity, singleness of purpose or action –

Jesus prayed for unity and Paul pled for unity. 1 Cor 1:10

10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

Paul gave us the basis for unity - Eph 4:3-6 - Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism,6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

David said - Ps 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

Lessons of Teamwork

1) No one person can do it all – IE. Backs without the line – but each player or person connected with the team has a job or work to do – managers, trainers, assistant  coaches, statisticians, head coach – everyone in the organization of the TEAM -  No member of the team is insignficant and when the team wins everyone shares in the glory of victory

Compare that to the work of the church/ Can one person do it all when it comes to the work of the church?  No, God did not set up the church for one man rule – Notice - ! Cor. 12:12- 27 – God has no players on his team who can not contribute to the growth of the church and the work of the Lord in the community in which they live.

2) Put the good of the Team above my desires.  Commitment Commitment  -  Matt. 6:33 – What is first in your life?

Sacrifice – Rom. 12:1-2

Example – Matt. 19: 16-22

3) Good team is always well equipped – Helmets, shoulder 

pads, etc.  Most teams that are successful are given everything they need and are fully equipped with the safest and most proven equipment on the market.

Compare that to the church and notice and notice God’s arrangement – Eph. 6:10-17 – Notice the equipment that God has provided and we have at our disposal. 2 Pet. 1:3-4

4) Good team is well trained physically – Run, lift, drills, rep    

plays over and over so the y will be prepared –preparation is the key to success – there is no pressure if you are prepared. 

Notice the example of Paul – 1 Cor. 9:24-27 – Why did Paul do this daily?  He had respect for his opponent – Respect all teams fear none – 1 Pet. 5: 8 – Satan is our adversary but if we resist him he can not harm us – James4:7

5)
       Set goals – Short range / medium / long   Athletes – short -     

Bigger, faster, stronger, quicker, better cardiovascular       conditioning

Medium – improvement of  knowledge of the game, skills ,technique, ability to make a contribution to the team whether on special teams or as a starter.

Long range goals – playoffs, district, state / individual honors

As Christians we need to set goals also, you may be saying, the goal of every Christian is to go to heaven, sure it is but how do you get there from here.  You must also set goals –1 Pet. 2: 2, 2 Pet.  3:18  - How does this growth take place –

                   Study – 2 Tim. 2:15  

                   Pray – 1 Thess. 5:17

                   Assemble – Heb. 10:24-25

Medium – Plan to become a teacher, a great personal worker, a great mother and wife, deacon, elder etc.

By doing these things we can one day reach the ultimate goal of heaven – 2 Tim.4:8, Rev.22:14

            6)               Concern for the players  on the team – If they are absent 

                   check on them immediately.  

What about our concern for the members of our congregation and their needs – EXCUSE – to busy, we all have the same amount of time in a day – Matt. 25:42-46

            7)             Every year you evaluate your talent pool on your team and

                 try to get your personnel in the right positions for your   

                 team to enjoy the most success.

       
     We must also use our talents for the Lord – Matt. 25: 14-28

                 We have an abundant amount of talent here in Mary Esther

                 Let us determine to use it for the Lord

8)           We are on a team that can never be defeated – I coached

                             25 years and only coached 2 undefeated teams – 1995 

                 team won the state championship but still lost one game

                 Jesus is undefeated – Rom. 8: 35-37, 1 Cor. 15:56-58

CONCLUSION -  

Have you ever noticed the excitement and community support  a winning team draws, people like to be associated with a winner, if you are not on the Lord’s side you can not win on the day of  judgment.  In athletics people are sometimes cut from teams but you can be a member of the Lord’ church, he will add you to it if you will obey him – Heb.5:8-9

