THANKSGIVING EVERY DAY
PSALM 100:1-5
INTRODUCTION – Every fourth Thursday in November this nation celebrates the national holiday of Thanksgiving.   How did this come about?

It is the duty of nations as well as of men to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God; to confess their sins and transgressions in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations are blessed whose God is the Lord.
We know that by His divine law, nations, like individuals, are subjected to punishments and chastisements in this world. May we not justly fear that the awful calamity of civil war which now desolates the land may be a punishment inflicted upon us for our presumptuous sins, to the needful end of our national reformation as a whole people?
We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven; we have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us.
It has seemed to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole American people. I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November as a day of Thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.
Abraham Lincoln
October 3, 1863
The point I want to make is the same point brought out so eloquently by President Lincoln, “we have forgotten God” in our modern time we often become so encumbered with the cares of this life that we forget to be thankful.

The purpose of our lesson today is to remind us of the importance of each and every day in our life being a day of thanksgiving.  We need to be thankful and to express our thanksgiving to God.

THANKSGIVING EVERY DAY:
I. THANKSGIVING IS A BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE – 

A. PSA. 50:14 – We need to recognize our duty to offer to God thanksgiving.
B. PSA. 95:1-2 – Anytime we approach the presence of God it should be with thanksgiving for all he does for us.   Often associated with singing songs and prayer.

C. PHIL. 4:6 – Paul instructs the Christians at Philippi to pray with thanksgiving.

D. COL. 4:2 – Paul gives the same instructions to the Christians at Colossae.  If Christians in the first century were to pray with thanksgiving then what we should we conclude?

E. REV. 7:9-12- The worship of God before the throne includes thanksgiving.  As we are here to worship God today is part of our worship thanksgiving? Are we really grateful to God to God for what he has done for us? If we do not worship with an attitude that is grateful for this opportunity then our worship is in vain.

II. BEING THANKFUL – Do we express it? Fathers, mothers, wives, husbands, brothers, sisters?   What about to God?
A. PSA. 75:1 – We should give thanks to God because he is truly deserving!!!

B. PSA. 105:1-5 – I cannot possibly express thanks to God if I do not call upon his name.  Do you take time to thank the Lord? Do you call upon his name?  Do you make known his deeds among the people?  I.E. – Receiving an inheritance (sum of money) would you share that news?  Do we strive to make the deeds of God by being grateful and expressing thanksgiving?
C. EZRA 3:10-11 – Why did Israel give thanks to the Lord?   The foundation of the temple was laid.  They thanked God for his mercy and goodness? 

D. DAN. 6:10 – Being in a difficult situation did not prevent Daniel from giving thanks to God.   When do we thank God?   Is it only when everything is going our way?

E. EPH. 5:20 – We need to always be thankful for all things to God.   There is a distinct difference in being thankful for all our things and being thankful for all the things God has provided for us and placed in our possession – idea of stewardship.
III. WHAT SHOULD I BE THANKFUL FOR EVERYDAY?
A. ROM. 5:6-8 – For the love of God toward me a sinner.  We need to daily thank god for his love, mercy, and compassion that he has demonstrated toward us in his Son.  Are we thankful that God loved us enough to send his only Son to die for our sins on Calvary?

B. COL. 1:12-14 - Are we thankful to be able to respond to this love by faith and obedience and as a result be delivered from darkness and become a partaker of light.
C. 1 COR. 15:57 – As a Christian I should be thankful for the victory provided to us in Christ. Are we thankful for victory?
D. 1 COR. 2:9-13 – We should be thankful to God every day for revealing his wisdom and will to us in the scriptures.
E. PHIL. 1:3 – We need to be thankful for our brethren? 2 THESS. 1:3
F. 1 TIM. 1:12 – We should thank Christ for the ability he gives us to serve him in his kingdom.
G. 1 THESS. 5:16-18 – Basically we should thank God for everything because every good and perfect gift comes from the Father.
CONCLUSION – 

Do you just celebrate thanksgiving once a year?

Be thankful – give thanks!

Are you thankful?

Do you express it?
