THANKSGIVING
LUKE 17:11-17 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Jesus noticed those who were thankful for what he had done for them -LUKE 17:11-17 - Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. 13 And they lifted up their voices and said, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" 14 So when He saw them, He said to them, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. 15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. 17 So Jesus answered and said, "Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?
In his letter to the Philippians not the joyful words of the apostle Paul – PHIL. 4:4-7 - Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

The apostle Paul in his own mind thought he had more to be thankful for than anyone else - 1 TIM. 1:12-13 - And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.
Paul understood God can supply all our needs from his bountiful storehouse – PHIL. 4:19 - And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen

We have much to be thankful for in this life but nothing more to be thankful for.  
FOUR AREAS OF THANKSGIVING AS IT RELATES TO OUR SALVATION:

1. APPRECIATION – 

A. COL. 3:15-17 - As a Christians who was bought with the blood of Christ we should be an appreciative person.  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. If we are appreciative as Christians we will desire to show our love for Christ by submitting to his authority in word and deed.
B. NUM. 14:1-5 – God’s people Israel exhibited no appreciation for all God had done for them - So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night. 2 And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, "If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why has the LORD brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?" 4 So they said to one another, "Let us select a leader and return to Egypt." 5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel.  The value of a house appreciates in value as time goes by and to a Christian the value of God in our life should appreciate daily.
C. JN. 14:15 – No greater way to show our appreciation for our salvation than to obey his commandments.  This is what Israel failed to do - If you love Me, keep My commandments.  What is the greatest way a child can show their appreciation to their parents? By obeying them!
2. CONSECRATION – 

A. HEB. 10:19-24 – A Christian will concentrate on consecration because Jesus left heaven, came to earth, sacrificed himself for our sins and in so doing he consecrated a way for us to obtain remission of our sins - Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High Priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works
B. PSA. 26:1-7 – We can express thanksgiving to God if we walk in truth and live a consecrated life - Vindicate me, O LORD, For I have walked in my integrity. I have also trusted in the LORD;I shall not slip. 2 Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; Try my mind and my heart. 3 For Your loving-kindness is before my eyes, And I have walked in Your truth. 4 I have not sat with idolatrous mortals, Nor will I go in with hypocrites. 5 I have hated the assembly of evildoers, And will not sit with the wicked. 6 I will wash my hands in innocence; So I will go about Your altar, O LORD, 7 That I may proclaim with the voice of thanksgiving, And tell of all Your wondrous works. 
C. PROV. 3:5 – A consecrated man will not walk as he desires - Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; we must examine ourselves to see if we are in the faith.

D. PSA. 1:1-2 – Psalmist gives a description of one who is consecrated - Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 

E. 1 JN. 1:7-8 – As Christians we can remain consecrated - But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
3. DEMONSTRATION – 

A. COL. 2:5-7 – If we want to be precious in the sight of God we must walk in him and abound with thanksgiving - For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ. 6 As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
B. COL. 1:3-14 – Through Christ we have access to the power of the gospel – We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit. 9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may have a walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.
C. PHIL. 2:12-16 – We must demonstrate Christ in our life - Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain. 
D. MATT. 5:13-16 – We must not hide our good works - "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14 You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
4. MULTIPLICATION – A Christian who has the three qualities we have discussed so far in this lesson can cause multiplication.  
A. GAL. 6:7 - Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.
B. ACTS 6:7 - Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

C. 2 TIM. 2:2 - And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
D. ACTS 9:31 - Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.
CONCLUSION - We need to stop every now and then and reflect on all the things Christians have to be thankful for.   As we reflect about the things we have to be thankful for in regard to our salvation we need to examine our choices, our decisions, and our actions and see if our life truly reflects that we are thankful to Christ.

Are we just like the nine lepers who did not return to thank the Lord?  Maybe you are not in the Lord Jesus Christ.  You are not where all the spiritual blessings in Christ can be enjoyed – EPH. 1:3.   ACTS 4:12 states that salvation is only found in Christ if you are not there you can get there today – HEB. 5:8-9
