THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF JESUS
MATTHEW 8:20 - TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Men are often judged by their accomplishments in life and that is the determining factor in the eyes of the world if they have been successful or if their life has been meaningful.  They put together a resume to show their qualifications for certain jobs.
When we look at Jesus there was nothing intrinsically spectacular about his birth and life. LUKE 2:7 – Look at the lowly circumstances of his birth - And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

MATT. 8:20 – Jesus never acquired wealth or owned a place to call his own - And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.
JN. 18:36 – Jesus never acquired political power or attained any political office while on earth - Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here."
ISA. 53:2 – Jesus as not viewed as one of unusual beauty or attractiveness - For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. 

MATT. 22:23-30 – Jesus made many enemies including the most influential religious leaders of the day while the world today tells us to make allies with those who can help get us to the top.  The same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Him and asked Him, 24 saying: "Teacher, Moses said that if a man dies, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife and raise up offspring for his brother. 25 Now there were with us seven brothers. The first died after he had married, and having no offspring, left his wife to his brother. 26 Likewise the second also, and the third, even to the seventh. 27 Last of all the woman died also. 28 Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had her." 29 Jesus answered and said to them, "You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven.
JN. 6:66 – Many of his disciples forsook him - From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more.
MATT. 26:55-56 – Even the apostles of Christ forsook him at the time of his crucifixion. In that hour Jesus said to the multitudes, "Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? I sat daily with you, teaching in the temple, and you did not seize Me. 56 But all this was done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled." Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled. 

MATT. 13:57 – He was not appreciated by his family or country men - So they were offended at Him. But Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his own country and in his own house."
You might well ask, what did Jesus accomplish?  What did he do that others proclaim him as the greatest man that ever lived.  What we want to do today in our study is examine the things that Jesus accomplished.

THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF JESUS:
1. JESUS BECAME THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE – 

A. JN. 1:1-5, 14 - Jesus existed before he came to earth - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 1:14 - And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
B. PHIL. 2:5-8 - Jesus the word had enjoyed all the splendor of heaven yet was willing to leave for you and me.- Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.
C. HEB.10:10-12 – Jesus offered himself as a sin offering for all the sins of men. - He takes away the first that He may establish the second. 10 By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God,
D. MATT. 26:28 – The blood of Jesus was shed for many. - For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
2. JESUS BECAME THE MEDIATOR – 

A. 1 TIM. 2:5 – A mediator is a go between, one who acts in behalf of two parties – in this case God and man – Jesus is the only mediator between God and man - For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,
B. JN. 14:6 - Jesus is peculiarly qualified to be this mediator since he is both God and man – Jesus is the entrance to the Father - Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 

3. JESUS SET THE PERFECT EXAMPLE – 

A. 1 PET. 2:21 – Note what Peter said about Jesus he left us an example – example means to write under to trace letters - For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 

B. Jesus is our example in:
a. Prayer - LUKE 6:12 - Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 

b. Standing for truth and that is truly a great accomplishment in life – MATT. 4:4, 7, 10 - But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.'   "7 Jesus said to him, "It is written again, 'You shall not tempt the LORD your God.'   10 Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.' " 

c. Rebuking sin and sinners - MATT. 23:1-13 - Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, 2 saying: "The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3 Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do. 4 For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 5 But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments. 6 They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, 7 greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, 'Rabbi, Rabbi.' 8 "But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. 9 Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. 10 And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. 11 But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. 13 But woe to you, (mentioned 8 times in this chapter) scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.
d. Jesus is also our example in the matter of service and keeping God’s commandments. JN. 4:34 - Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.
4. JESUS PROVIDED HIS DOCTRINE FOR THE WORLD – 

A. MATT. 7:29 - Jesus was and is the world’s most outstanding teacher.  When he ended his message from the mountain that is contained in chapters 5-7 note the attitude of the people toward his teaching - And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 
B. 2 JN. 9 - The teaching of Jesus is applicable, it is practical, and exclusive. If we go beyond the teaching of Christ is to forfeit our fellowship with God. - Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.
C. GAL. 1:6-10 - The teaching of Jesus is so complete that all other teaching is forbidden - I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ. 

D. 1 COR. 14:37 - The teaching of the apostles as inspired men also declares the will of Jesus - If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.
5. JESUS ESTABLISHED HIS KINGDOM – 

A. DAN. 2:44 – The kingdom was prophesied eons before Jesus came to earth - And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 
B. GAL. 4:4 – Jesus came at the fullness of time - But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
C. MATT. 16:18-19 - Jesus promised to build his church or kingdom - And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."
D. COL. 1:13 - Paul states clearly that the Christians at Colosse had been translated into the kingdom of his dear Son. - He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,
E. JN. 18:36-37 - Some today continue to wait for a secular, political kingdom, but Jesus never promised such a kingdom. - Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here."
6. JESUS ACCOMPLISHED GRACE AND SALVATION FOR MANKIND – 

A. JN. 1:17 – Grace and truth came by Jesus - For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

B. JN. 10:10 – Jesus came that we might have an abundant life - The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 
C. MATT. 7:13-14 – The eternal life Jesus offers is conditional if it were unconditional as some teach all men would be saved. But Jesus said only a few will be saved - "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 

D. Just because we are willing to meet the conditions to avail ourselves of this grace and salvation does not mean in any way we have earned or merited our salvation.  Jesus says we must:

a. Hear Him – MATT. 7:24 – “whosoever hearth these sayings of mine and doeth them…”
b. Believe – JN. 8:24
c. Repent – LUKE 13:3
d. Confess – Christ – MATT. 10:32-33
e. Baptized – MARK 16:15-16
CONCLUSION – As we can see Jesus accomplished much in his life.  He achieved great things that could not be accomplished by any other.  These accomplishments point to the deity of Jesus as the Son of God.  

What have you accomplished in this life?
Have you availed yourself of the grace and salvation provided by Jesus?

The most important thing you can accomplish in this life is to obey Jesus and become a Christian!!!

