THE ATTITUDE OF JESUS TOWARD THE SCRIPTURES
MATTHEW 4:1-10 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – What is our attitude toward the scriptures?  Is our attitude similar to the attitudes of the world that it does not matter if we take it or leave it?  Many think the bible is just a good book filled with lots of good stories but really has no significant value to us today.  Did Jesus have this lackadaisical attitude toward the scriptures?   Whatever attitude Jesus had toward the scriptures should be the same attitude we possess today!!!
THE ATTITUDE OF JESUS TOWARD THE SCRIPTURES:
1. JESUS REGARDED THE SCRIPTURES AS INSPIRED – 

A. 2 TIM. 3:16 - All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,  This literally means “ God breathed” – breathed out of the mouth of God
B. MATT. 4:4b – The same thought in regard to the scriptures as is found in 2 TIM. 3:16 - 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.' "
C. Did Jesus believe this was the case with all Scripture?  First, he demonstrated his belief in the OT scriptures and in their inspiration in several ways.

a. MATT. 5:17-18 – He spoke of how they must be fulfilled.

b. LUKE 24:44 – The prophecies concerning him must also be fulfilled.

c. MARK 7:5-7 - He settled arguments with OT scripture – 61 times three of his favorite words are recorded – “It is written” 
d. Another phrase often used by Jesus was “have you not read?” and then he would quote the scripture – I. E. 

1.) MATT. 22:23-30 – Jesus told them they did not know the scriptures or the power of God then he asked them have you not read.
2.) 2 PET. 1:21 – Why did Jesus use the scriptures for his answers to the questions he fielded?

e. JN. 10:34-35 – Jesus said  - “is it not written in  your law?” but the quotation is from Psalms 82:6 so Jesus regarded the Psalms as part of the law
D. What about the NT scriptures?

a. DEUT. 18:15-19 – OT prophesied that Jesus would come and speak words that must be heard.
b. MATT. 17:5 – God said we should hear Jesus.

c. JN. 12:47-50 - The first four books of the NT contain many words spoken directly by Jesus these words came from the mouth of God because he is God.

d. JN. 14:25-26 – Jesus promised the apostles that he would send the Holy Spirit who would remind them of what he taught and would guide them into all truth.

2. JESUS WAS CAREFUL TO TEACH ONLY THE SCRIPTURES – 

A. JN. 7:14-18 – We must be careful not to seek our own glory but rather to give glory to God by using his word and having his authority.

B. JN. 17:8 – Jesus only taught the words given to him by God.

C. LUKE 5:1-3 – Why did the multitude press about him?   To hear the word of God.  They knew what they were going to get from Jesus.   Men do not always know what they are going to get today.  Many times it is the word of men.
D. MATT. 15:1-9 – How does Jesus feel about the words of men having priority over his words?

E. LUKE 24:25-27, 32 – I.E. Jesus - We must do a better job of featuring the scriptures in our teaching.   Some say that approach will not work today note , vs. 32
3. JESUS BELIEVED THAT THE SCRIPTURES SHOULD BE READ AND COULD BE UNDERSTOOD – 
A. MATT. 19:1-6 – They should have been able to read and understand what God said about marriage.  Five different occasions Jesus asked the question, “Have you not read?”  We will look at one example
B. MATT. 22:29-32 – Jesus said they misunderstood the scripture and what it taught regarding the resurrection, “You are mistaken not knowing the scriptures.” 
a. When the Jews misapplied or misunderstood the scriptures Jesus never excused their misunderstanding.  You never hear Jesus say, “everyone is entitled to their own belief:” or “If that is what you believe on your heart, that’s fine.”

C. JN. 8:43-47 – Why then did some have a hard time understanding the OT scriptures or the teachings of Jesus? Clearly it had a lot more to do with the attitude of the listeners than the difficulty of what was being said or written.
4. JESUS INSISTED ON STRICT OBEDIENCE TO GOD’S WORD – 

A. MATT. 7:21-23 – How do we gain access to the kingdom of heaven?

B. MATT. 7:24-27 – How do we show our self to be wise?

C. JN. 8:29-31 – How do we prove we are his disciples?

D. JN. 14:15 - How do we show our love for God?

E. MATT. 5:17-19 –Does this include all of God’s commandments?

F. MATT. 28:18-20 – Must we observe all things Jesus has commanded?

CONCLUSION – How will a true disciple of Jesus treat the scriptures?

They will regard not regard them as words of men but as the very words of God.

They will teach only these words they will not teach their own words or the doctrines of men.

They will read the scriptures confident they can understand God’s will.

They will try very hard to do everything God tells them to do during their time here on earth.  COL. 3:17
