THE ATTITUDE OF SOLOMON

1 KINGS 3:4-14 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – If we were given the opportunity that Solomon was given and God said to us, “ask what I shall give thee.”  What would our request reflect – our love for the material things of this world and that our affections are not set on things above but rather the things of this world. Would our request reflect our thirst for knowledge and acceptance by man in the intellectual circles of today’s academic world?  Then maybe our desire would be to possess great power in the political arena or maybe we would just ask for a long life filled with all the physical blessings of life this world has to offer.

Solomon made the best choice possible for he asked God for an understanding heart vs. 9 – he truly wanted to be able to help his people who served him by being able to discern good from evil and make wise judgments for his people.

How did God react to his request?  Vs. 10 – It pleased God.  Notice that God respected Solomon’s decision and he gave him an understanding heart – vs. 11-12, but he also gave him some things he did not request – vs. 13 – and he made a promise to Solomon – vs. 14

We need to make the same request that Solomon made to God and that is to give me an understanding heart.

WHY DO I NEED AN UNDERSTANDING HEART?

1. TO EXAMINE MYSELF – 

a. 2 COR. 13:5 – Paul admonishes us to examine ourselves to see if we are in the faith – We need to test ourselves:

i. Attendance Test – Come when it is convenient, not show up for months and suddenly reappear and act as if nothing is wrong.

b. GAL. 6:4 – Every man needs to prove or examine his own work

i. Giving Test – When is the last time I considered what I give to the Lord?  What I give to others?

c. 1 COR. 9:20-27 – Paul practiced self-discipline because he did not want to disqualify himself after preaching to others.

i. Influence Test – Paul wanted to be a positive influence on all he came in contact with.  How concerned are we about our influence?

d. ROM. 12:3 – Paul warns the brethren at Rome to not think too highly of themselves.  We can very easily have a problem in this area of our life.

i. Ego Test – Make sure our ego is in check – 1 COR. 10:12  - Remember Jesus who washed the disciples feet trying to teach them humility in JN. 14.

2. TO CONSIDER OTHERS – 

a. PHIL. 2:3-12 – How were they to work out their own salvation with fear and trembling?  Paul tells them to consider others as that is what Christ had done for them. 

b. LUKE 6:27-36 – Jesus says treat people the way you want to be treated even if they are your enemies.

c. ROM. 12:15-18 – Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep, Do not return evil for evil, deal with all men honestly, and live peaceably with all men if it is at all possible.

3. TO CONSIDER GOD’S WILL – 

a. EPH. 5:17 – Can I understand God’s will for my life?

i. MATT. 17:5 – Listen to the right advice.

ii. MATT. 7:24-27 – Wise man hears and does God’s will.

iii. HEB. 2:1-4 – Do not let the things I have heard from God slip!

b. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Study, be diligent to present yourself as approved to God

i. 1 PET. 2:2 – We must desire the sincere milk of the word to grow.

ii. 2 PET. 3:18 – We are instructed to grow in grace and knowledge.

iii. 1 COR. 14:20 – God wants us in understanding to be men (mature) not children.

iv. HEB. 5:12-14 – In having an understanding heart I must consider God’s will and hear his words of truth, but I must also study so I can one day be mature and prepared to teach others.  We have that need in this congregation now for all who have had the time to be teachers to step forward and help in our teaching program.

4. IN REGARD TO THE CHURCH – 

a. ACTS 2:36-41, 47 – Peter told those present on Pentecost what to do to be saved and in vs. 47 we can see the Lord added to the church those who were saved.  If I truly have an understanding heart in regard to the church which Jesus purchased with this blood then I must realize that no matter what man may say there is nothing that he can do to add me to the church he cannot vote me in, he cannot pray me in, he cannot pay me in.

b. EPH. 1:21-23 – Christ is the head of the church, which is his body (compromised of obedient believers) not man.

c. EPH. 3:10-11 – The church displays the manifold wisdom of God not man.

d. EPH. 4:10-13 – God equipped the church with everything that I needed.  If I have an understanding heart then I respect God’s wisdom, his plan, and his equipping of the church.

CONCLUSION – The attitude of Solomon is good for us today also – ROM. 15:4 - 

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.

We need to have an understanding heart and the attitude that Solomon displayed in his youth.

