ISSUES – THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS CHRIST

COLOSSIANS 1:14-18 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In the text for our lesson notice how many times the phrase “all things is used in referring to the authority of Jesus Christ.  We discussed in our last lesson the preeminence (pre – before; eminence – the highest of the high) that should be given to Jesus and that we should understand the importance of His name, His blood, His doctrine, and His church.  None of the things mentioned above take on much significance unless we understand that Jesus has all authority – MATT. 7:21-29 – Jesus was a different type of teacher than they were used to because he taught them as one having authority.  

We might well ask the question where did his authority come from? The answer is from God! – JN. 14:8-11, JN. 17:6-8.  In Peter’s sermon on Pentecost he made this statement by inspiration – ACTS 2:36 – God made Jesus both Lord (kurious – meaning one having power or authority, such as a master) and Christ (anointed – a term applied to the high priest in O.T.).

In order to preach about t                      he authority of Christ the apostles had to preach about certain aspects of his power or authority.

1. CREATIVE POWER  – 

a. JN. 1:1-14 – Christ is the word, the active agent in creating all things.

b. HEB. 11:1-3 – Christ made things that are visible from things that are invisible.  The words of God are authoritative.  We see the power of Christ words and as a result he is worthy of our worship.

c. REV. 4:8-11 – Christ is worthy to be worshipped and honored because he has creative power and we are his creation.

d. REV. 5:12-14 – Worthy is the lamb to receive glory, honor, and power.  If Christ is worthy of adoration and praise and worship in heaven surely he is deserving of it now.  Do we seek his authority for how we worship today?

2. SUSTAINING POWER – Not only does he have the power to create by his words he also has the power to sustain things with the word of his power.

a. HEB. 1:1-3 – Christ upholds things by the words of his power.

b. PSA. 119:89-91 – All the laws of nature are authorized by God and have not changed, they will last.

c. ACTS 17:23-28 – Christ gave us life and breathe and he sustains it by providing the sun and the rain, the air we breathe, the food we eat to sustain our bodies – all things we need he gives us freely.

d. PSA. 119:113-117 – David realized that our spiritual life is also sustained by the word of God.  God holds us up thru his word if we let go of it we will fall.

3. REBUKING POWER – Jesus also has rebuking power.  He can rebuke all things.

a. JUDE 4-9 – Only the Lord has the power to rebuke Satan not even Michael the archangel could do this.

b. 1 JN. 3:8 – Christ rebuked Satan by living a perfect life.  He did so to destroy the works of the devil.

c. LUKE 4:31-36 – Christ power over the devil is demonstrated.

d. MARK 4:36-41 – Christ rebuked the laws of nature that he created, but his authority also extends to men – 2 TIM. 4:1-4 – Preach the word as it has the power to rebuke today.

e. TITUS 2:11-15 – Rebuke with all authority.

4. PROPHETIC POWER – 

a. ISA. 9:6 – Christ is known as the wonderful counselor.

b. ACTS 3:19-23 – Jesus Christ is God’s prophet if you do not hear and obey  him you will be destroyed.

c. MATT. 17:1-5 – The authority of Christ is greater than that of Moses and the prophets.

d. MATT. 28:18-20 – Christ said we should teach all things that he has commanded.

CONCLUSION – When we ignore the authority of Christ division will be the result.  We need to heed his authority and truly hear what Jesus has to say to us today thru his word. 

