THE BLESSED MAN OF GOD

PSALMS 1:1-3 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – The Bible gives us some characteristics of the man of God in 1 TIM. 6:11-12 – as Paul urges Timothy to be a man of God and fight the good fight of faith – “But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” 

You might ask what a “Man of God” is?  The Bible gives the perfect description of the man of God in PSA. 1:1-3 – “Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.”
The man of God is described as “blessed” because truly the man that enjoys God’s greatest blessings is the one that is a servant and follower of God and adheres to the divine counsel of God in all things.  It is interesting to note that the book of Psalms which is full of adoration and praise to God contains the Holy Spirit’s description of the “Blessed Man of God.”
Do you want to be known as a “blessed man of God?”  If so we must realize God’s greatness and make a lifelong pursuit of following his counsel – ISA.  55:8-9 – “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD.  9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.”  For most of us the greatest obstacle we face is placing our trust in what God’s word says above our thoughts.

You might well ask if I become this “blessed Man of God” what will be the benefit?  We will receive many blessings in this life but more importantly we will receive even greater blessings in the life to come – 1 TIM. 4:7-8 – “But reject profane and old wives' fables, and exercise yourself toward godliness. 8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come.”
There is a vivid contrast in Psalms 1 between the Man of God and the servant of Satan.  Individually we have to make a choice as to whom we will serve – ROM. 6:16-18 – “Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.”
Every one can be a man of God if we are willing to make that choice, but it requires us submitting our will to the will of God – MATT. 7:21 – “Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.”
THREE THINGS THE MAN OF GOD WILL NOT DO: 

1. WALK IN COUNSEL OF UNGODLY – By listening to the advice of the wicked he would tumble headlong into sin.
A. JER. 7:21-26 – I.E. – “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: "Add your burnt offerings to your sacrifices and eat meat. 22 For I did not speak to your fathers, or command them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices. 23 But this is what I commanded them, saying, 'Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well with you.' 24 "Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but followed the counsels and the dictates of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. 25 Since the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have even sent to you all My servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them. 26 Yet they did not obey Me or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did worse than their fathers.” Notice Israel went backward and not forward, if we do the same by following the advice of the wicked we will back ourselves into the mire of sin

B. MATT. 26:14-16 – You might say that cannot and will not happen to me – I.E. – Judas – “Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, "What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?" And they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver. 16 So from that time he sought opportunity to betray Him.”  Judas sought the advice of wicked and ungodly men which resulted in him tumbling from the office of an apostle until he hit rock bottom in the devil’s domain – he took his life.  Just as Israel listened to the evil imagination of its own heart so did Judas.
2. STAND IN THE WAY OF SINNERS – He will not cause others to stumble.

A. 1 COR. 10:31-33 – God warns us about being a stumbling block to others – “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 32 Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.”  Paul did not want to cause anyone to stumble.
B. MATT. 18:6-7 – We need to consider the serious consequences of causing one of our brethren in Christ to stumble – “But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes!”
C. ROM. 15:1-2 – The spiritual key that will keep us from causing our brethren to stumble is found in – “We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification.” Let us strive to please our brethren for his good to edification

D. ROM. 14:10-13, 21 – “But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is written: As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God. So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother's way.”  In view of standing before God in judgment we need to exercise extreme caution so that we do not put a stumbling block in our brother’s way. ROM. 14:21 – “It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak.” Paul in this verse is teaching us the extent of caution we should use.
3. SIT IN THE SEAT OF THE SCORNFUL – In other words he will not be one who grumbles and complains.

A. PHIL. 2:14-16 – “Do all things without (murmuring and complaining KJV) complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.” We should follow the instructions of God and do so with the proper attitude.
B. JUDE 14-19 – “Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, "Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 

These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; 
and they mouth great swelling words, flattering people to gain 
advantage. 17 But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken 
before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: 18 how they told you 
that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk according 
to their own ungodly lusts. 19 These are sensual persons, who cause 
divisions, not having the Spirit.”  This passage shows beyond doubt that 
those hypocrites who grumble, complain, and murmur will be punished in 
the judgment.  Think of the terrible harm that is caused by hypocritical 
grumblers and complainers in the Lord’s church today.

CONTRAST - WHAT A MAN OF GOD WILL BE:
1. HUMBLE LEARNER – He will desire for the word of God to fill his mind and he will meditate upon his precepts continually.  He delights in the law of the Lord
A. David – PSA. 119:105-112 – “Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 106 I have sworn and confirmed That I will keep Your righteous judgments. 107 I am afflicted very much; Revive me, O LORD, according to Your word. 108 Accept, I pray, the freewill offerings of my mouth, O LORD, And teach me Your judgments. 109 My life is continually in my hand, Yet I do not forget Your law. 110 The wicked have laid a snare for me, Yet I have not strayed from Your precepts. 111 Your testimonies I have taken as a heritage forever, For they are the rejoicing of my heart. 112 I have inclined my heart to perform Your statutes Forever, to the very end.
B. Ezra the Scribe and Priest – EZRA 7:10 – “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.”   Ezra was not just a hearer, but also a doer of the word.

C. Timothy – 2 TIM. 3:14-17 – “But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
2. MEDITATING LEARNER – It is not enough just to have zeal and enthusiasm it must be based on knowledge.

A. ROM. 10:1-3 – Our meditations must be based on our knowledge of the word of God – “Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.”
B. Paul’s advice to Timothy – 1 TIM. 4:12-16 – “Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15 Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all. 16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you”
3. FRUITFUL LEARNER – We must realize that we can be a learner and meditate on God’s word and still not be the “Blessed man of God” we must bear fruit as Christians.  We glorify Christ by the fruit we bear.
A. GAL. 5:22-23 – “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.”  Are we being that tree of righteousness?
B. JOHN 15:1-8 – “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.”
CONCLUSION – How does God view us?  As one who is a blessed man of God. or one who needs encouragement to be the person God would have us to be.  We like David should have one objective in our mind in regard to our service to the Lord – PSA. 19:14 – “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.”
If you are here today and not a Christian the greatest spiritual blessing offered by God is salvation.  Would you obey today!!!
