THE CHRISTIANS’S OBLIGATIONS TO FELLOW CHRISTIANS
JOHN13:34-35 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Jesus teaches us that if we treat one another properly it will be a signal to the world that we are truly his disciples - JN 13:34-35 - A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 
Some times as we study the more intricate matters of faith we lose sight of some of the small things the Christians is obligated to do for his brethren.  In this lesson we want to look at some things that we can easily let slip from our life of service and obedience to the Lord.  We need to be reminded as God reminded his people of old that our sins will find us out – NUM. 32:20-23
OBLIGATIONS TO FELLOW CHRISTIANS:
1. HOSPITALITY – 

A. HEB. 13:1-3 – One of the basic teachings of the Lord is to extend hospitality to others.  Why is this important?  Because we are manifesting our love for the Lord and others by acting upon this simple command.
B. ROM. 12:10-13 – Hospitality is the way we show our brotherly love and that we prefer one another.  Not just to a visiting preacher during a gospel meeting but to all.
C. 1 PET. 4:8-9 – Extend hospitality without grudging.  Do it cheerfully!!!

D. 1 TIM. 3:2 – Hospitality is important enough to be a qualification for an elder.  It is something he must be given to or in other words he practices. TITUS 1:8 – Be a lover of hospitality enjoy spending time with the family of God.   If this is beneficial to an elder it would certainly be of benefit to us as Christians.

E. 2 JN 9 – An absence of hospitality in our lives means an absence of God because we are not following the teachings of Christ

F. MATT. 25:33-40 – Our acceptability before God depends on it.  This one thing might determine our eternal destiny.
G. ACTS 2:44-46 – Hospitality is a useful tool for building up the church.  Be willing to share with others what God has blessed you with.

2. RESTORATION OF WEAK BRETHREN – 

A. GAL. 6:1-2 – This work is for the spiritual so a lack of this work indicates a lack of spirituality

B. LUKE 18:11-14 - Many have the wrong attitude toward those that are in error in that we look down on them or even worse we forget them.

C. JAMES 5:16-20 - Following Christ demands that we try to convert them.

D. LUKE 15:4-7 – I.E. – Parent loses or gets separated from their child.

E. GAL. 6:7-10 – Are you sowing to the flesh or the spirit? Again our eternal destiny hangs in the balance.

3. MINISTERING TO THE SICK – AFFLICTED - 
A. JAMES 5:13-14 – In the early church they called for those who possessed the gift of healing.

B. ACTS 3:6 – We do not possess the ability to heal others as the apostles but we still need to have the attitude as stated by Peter, “such as I have.”  It is our responsibility to do the best we can.  You cannot hire or appoint someone to do your job for you.

C. 1 JN. 3:17-18 – Do we love our brethren? It is only in word?
D. MATT. 25:41-46 – As we do to our brethren we do to Christ. What a terrible thought to be lost eternally because we did not visit the sick.

E. MATT. 5:16 – We need to guard against the attitude that this is the job of elders and preachers or that I will only visit those who visit me.  Our attitude should be Christ like.
F. 1 PET. 2:21 – We are to try to follow the steps of the Savior.

CONCLUSION – We should not expect the Lord to be pleased with us here if we do not have the proper respect and love for the brethren. Are we lovers of God? 1 JN. 4:20-21 -  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. 
Are we meeting our obligations that we have to our brothers and sisters in Christ?

Are we meeting our obligations to God?
